Shinto Religion

Unit lesson plan: Terri Totten

Grade Six

USC US-China Institute, Fall 2014
East Asia and California


Unit Objective: Students will be introduced to the Shinto religion by performing short activities that will expose them to the beliefs and various Shinto shrines in Japan. 

Standards:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy RI.61.
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy RI.6.2
Determine central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy RI.6.7
Integrate information presented in different media or formats.
CCSS.Writing.WHST.6.7 
Conduct a short research project to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
CCSS.Writing.WHST.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Recommended Time Frame: Four or five 55-minute blocks of instruction

Materials:
computer 
internet access websites cited in lesson plan and on handouts
printer
“Shinto Religion Research Questions” handout (p. 5)
“Shinto Rituals and Celebrations Research Questions” handout (p. 8)
collaboration evaluation form handout (p. 11)

Vocabulary in context: deity, kami, polytheism, animism, shrine

Procedures: 

Day One
Introduce the unit of study is about exploring the ancient Shinto religion that was indigenous to Japan.
Inform students they will watch a video title “Japanese Mythology: the story of Izanagi and Izanami” and be ready to discuss what the myth explains following the video. Students should take notes for discussion to follow. Students may add to their notes following discussion. Notes will be used for further research. Explain to students that they will work in a group of three to research the next few days about Shinto, Shinto shrines, and celebrations. 
The video explains the creation of earth and that Izanagi-no-Mikoto and Izanami-no-Mikoto were the divine brother and sister who created eight Japanese islands, deities, humans, and animals.  
video: “Japanese Mythology: The Story of Izanagi and Izanami” at http://wn.com/shinto_creation_myth

Day Two
Students will work in research teams, and then discuss in larger groups their findings about Shinto religion.

Inform students on research expectations using technology and working with a team. They are to use only the Internet websites given on their research handout.
Students will be graded on their research for thoroughness and accuracy. 
Provide students with the collaboration evaluation handout. Explain the collaboration evaluation form handout and that each student will be evaluated by his or her research team using the evaluation form.
Distribute the research questionnaire handout. Students will collaborate to research the question and record responses on individual research-questions handout. 
Divide students into research teams. Allow 40 minutes to research. 
Combine two research groups together to share their findings and use details to write main ideas.
Wrap-up today’s lesson with each group sharing one main idea with the class.
Students write main ideas of Shinto religion and support with text evidence.


Day Three and possibly extend next day 
The Shinto shrines in Japan.
Preface lesson that shrines will be visited from different parts of Japan. Show how Japan is sectioned into prefectures at http://www.japan-guide.com/list/e1002.html  

Watch each segment of video divided by time, pause, and discuss. Prompt students to the topic of segment prior to viewing.

“Begin Japanology Shinto shrine” at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Br_4VjMvIiI

View segment time 0-9:36 and then discuss. 
What is a Shinto shrine? 
Summary:
Buddhist temple has image of Buddha and Buddhism teachings.
A shrine is a place of worship to the deities of Japan’s faith. A shrine is the essence of a sacred deity enshrined attended to by Shinto priest.
Shinto faith for over 1500 years, 80,000 shrines house many different gods. 

View segment 9:37-15:39
What happens at a Shinto shrine?
Summary:
Believers go to a Shinto shrine to offer prayer and ask for blessing. 

Each shrine is unique, yet they have fundamental elements and protocol.
The most important element in Shinto is purity of heart. Discuss the fundamental elements shown in video and compare to the information found in their Internet research. 

View segment 15:40 to 18:56
How did the Shinto shrines originated and develop?
Summary: 
Through time the Shinto shrines have transformed. They were first nature worship because they believed deities existed within nature’s objects. Later, people built temporary altars and then permanent shrines were built.

Shinto shrines developed as they melted with other religions. During 6th century when Buddhism came to Japan, the Japanese people used Buddhist technology to build their shrines for native deities, kami. They kept with the Japanese architecture from prehistoric times. 
The worship of deities in shines and temples fused. For centuries, the worship of Buddhism and Shintoism co-existed. It is not uncommon to have a Shinto altar next to a Buddhist statue. The two religions were separated in the 19th century.

Day Four

What are Shinto Rituals and Celebrations?
Students continue to work with their research team to answer questions provided on handout What are Shinto Rituals and Celebrations using the Internet.
	
Remind students of research expectations using technology and working with a team. 
Students will be graded on their research for thoroughness and accuracy and evaluated on collaboration by his/her team members.

Distribute the research questionnaire handout.
All 30 minutes of research time. Combine two research groups together for five minutes to share their findings. 
Wrap-up unit by assigning individual students writing about what they learned about Shinto religion and the significance to the Japanese culture.


Assessment:
Research responses on accuracy and thoroughness.
Peer evaluation of individual collaboration.
Written summary of research unit. 


Extension:
Students continue to research this topic on further questions brought about through research, video viewing, and discussions. 

Read The Big Wave by Pearl S. Buck








































Shinto Religion Research Questions 

On lined paper, answer the following questions in your own words using information from the websites provided.

“Religion Library: Shinto” at http://www.patheos.com/Library/Shinto.html
“Religious Tolerance” at http://www.religioustolerance.org/shinto.htm
“Japan-Guide.com” at http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2056.html


1. When and where did Shinto begin?

2. What is Shinto?

3. What is a kami?

4. What are the affirmations of Shinto?
	
5. What is the most important element of Shinto?

6. What is the Shinto vision for society?

7. How is Shinto different than other religions?

8. Why was Shinto declared the official religion in Japan in the late 19th century?
	
9. Describe the structures and objects that can typically be found at a shrine.

10. What is stored in the innermost chamber of the shrine?












Shinto Religion Research Questions  (ANSWERS)

On lined paper, answer the following questions in your own words using information from the websites provided.

“Religion Library: Shinto” at http://www.patheos.com/Library/Shinto.html
“Religious Tolerance” at http://www.religioustolerance.org/shinto.htm
“Japan-Guide.com” at http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2056.html


1. When and where did Shinto begin?
Dates back to 500 BCE in Japan.

2. What is Shinto?
	Shinto is a belief that deities exist in nature, natural objects, humans, animals, and forces 
            of nature. Believers respect all things as spiritual and sacred. 

3. What is a kami?
A kami is a deity whose spirit takes the form of an object in nature, a creature, a creative force, an exceptional person, or as a guardian Kami of a specific area and clan. 

4. What are the affirmations of Shinto?
	1) Tradition and the family: traditions passed down through marriage, birth
2) Love of nature: it is sacred and the way to be close to god
3) Physical cleanliness: baths, wash hands and mouth
4) Matsuri: worship and honor of kami, ancestral spirits

5. What is the most important element of Shinto?
Purity of heart is the most important element.

6. What is the Shinto vision for society?
Shinto followers are supposed to live in harmony and peaceful coexistence with both nature and other human beings. 

7. How is Shinto different than other religions?
	Shinto does not have written scripture.
	The written text gives little details.
	All life and nature are sacred.
	No organized priesthood.
	Shinto practices and attitudes revolve around Japanese land and seasons.

8. Why was Shinto declared the official religion in Japan in the late 19th century?
	It was done to support Japanese nationalism during the Meiji Restoration to restore 
	imperial rule of Emperor Meiji  to Japan. 
Passages from the Shinto mythology were used to support the Emperor's divine status through his direct lineage back to Amaterasu, goddess of the sun and universe.


9. Describe the structures and objects that can typically be found at a shrine.
Torii is a special gateway to mark the entrance of the sacred place of a shrine.
Komainu are guardian dogs or lions statues found at the entrance.
Purification trough to cleanse your body and soul before approaching the main hall. 
The hondu is the main hall that contains the sacred object. 
The haiden, the offering hall, is where visitors give their offerings and 
prayers. 
Hondu and haiden are the main and offering hall that  can be separate or one main building.
Stage at some shrines for the ritual bugaku dance.

Ema is a small wooden plaque that a worshipper writes his/her prayer or wish on then hangs is up for the kami to receive it. 
           Omikuji are slips of paper that tell a fortune. They predict either 
           great good luck, daikichi, or great bad luck, daikyo. Bad fortune can        
            be averted or good fortune happen by hanging the paper on a tree 
            branch.
            Simenawa is a length of rice straw rope used for ritual purification worn by priests. They 
            are hung at the torii gates to chase away evil spirits and mark sacred spaces.  


10. What is stored in the innermost chamber of the shrine?
Sacred objects of worship that represent the kami are stored where they cannot be seen by anybody except the tending priest.

















Shinto Rituals and Celebrations Research Questions

On lined paper, answer the following questions in your own words using information from the websites provided.

QUESTIONS 1- 5 go to “Shinto Rituals” at
http://www.world-religions-professor.com/shintorituals.html


1. What is the purpose of a Shinto ritual?

2. What are the common Shinto rituals performed individually?
 
3. Give four examples of Shinto ritual performed in a local shrine or private 
    festival.

4. What is a matsuri?

5. Give at least four examples of a matsuri.


QUESTIONS 6-10 Go to “japan-guide.com” 
at http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2063.html
to answer the following questions about festivals, and celebrations.

Your answers must include the prefecture name, name of Shinto shrine or location, name of kami, explain what is celebrated, how it is celebrated, and when it is celebrated.

6. What is Sapporo Yuki Matsuri?

7. What is Yokote Kamakura Matsuri?

8. What is Aoi Matsuri?

9. What is Jidai Matsuri?

10. What is Tenjin Matsuri?


Shinto Rituals and Celebrations Research  ANSWER KEY


1. What is the purpose of a Shinto ritual?

The purpose of a ritual is to communicate with the kami, to offer praise to the kami, express thanks, make a request, or blessing. 

2. What are the common Shinto rituals performed individually?
 
-the purification of oneself using water before interacting with the kami, the    Shinto gods.
-the ritual of formal reading of prayers from ancient collections.
-a priest making offerings of food and drink to the kami 
-the rituals performed by visiting a shrine: ritual washing, making offerings,    
  	clapping hands, ringing bells, and bowing

3. Give four examples of Shinto ritual performed in a local shrine or private 
    festival.

-births, rites of passage in the early years of a child's life, marriages, and funerals.

4. What is a matsuri?

A matsuri is a large public festival to celebrate different things. They are 
held annually and celebrate the shrine’s deity, or a seasonal or historical event. 

5. Give at least four examples of a matsuri.

-seasons in nature, the New Year, chrysanthemum blooms, cherry blossoms, events from the Shinto mythologies, Japanese history, agricultural traditions 


QUESTIONS #6-10 go to “japan-guide.com” 
at http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2063.html
to answer the following questions about festivals, and celebrations.

Your answers must include the prefecture name, name of Shinto shrine or location, name of kami, explain what is celebrated, how it is celebrated, and when it is celebrated.

6. What is Sapporo Yuki Matsuri?

7. What is Yokote Kamakura Matsuri?

8. What is Aoi Matsuri?

9. What is Jidai Matsuri?

10. What is Tenjin Matsuri?



























Collaboration Rubric

Team Member’s Name: ____________________________________________


	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Date
Score
	Date
Score
	Date
Score

	Contributes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research & Gather Information
	Does not collect any information that relates to the topic.
	Collects very little
information--some relates
to the topic.
	Collects some basic information-most relates to the topic.
	Collects a great deal of information-all relates to the topic.
	
	
	

	Share Information
	Does not relay any information to teammates.
	Relays very little information-some relates to the topic.
	Relays some basic information-most relates to the topic.
	Relays a great deal of information-all relates to the topic.
	
	
	

	Responsibility
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Share
Equally
	Always relies on others to do the work.
	Rarely does the assigned work-often needs reminding
	Usually does the assigned work-rarely needs reminding.
	Always does the assigned work without having to be reminded.
	
	
	

	Values Teammates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Listen to other teammates
	Is always talking-never allows anyone else to speak.
	Usually doing most of the talking-rarely allows others to speak.
	Listens, but sometimes talks too much.
	Listens and speaks a fair amount.
	
	
	

	Make fair decisions
	Usually wants to have things their way.
	Often sides with friends instead of considering all views. 
	Usually considers all views.
	Always helps team to reach a fair decision.
	
	
	



Review your evaluation and your daily score you were given by your team member. 

Write your reflection: 
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