Color and Chinese Culture 
Rationale

In this Unit, students will learn the names of colors in Mandarin as well as their unique meanings in Chinese culture. Aside from learning key vocabulary and how to form sentences describing the colors of objects, students will also work on a project that will help them gain better understanding of the symbolic meanings of colors in Chinese culture. Furthermore, they will learn to compare and contrast the colors' symbolic meanings in Chinese culture with their own cultures, and to be able to put into practice what they have learned to avoid cultural misunderstandings. The following multi lesson plans serves this purpose. Before students work on this project, they must have mastered relevant key vocabularies and sentences in target language.
Grade Level : 7th 
Standards
This unit will include the following standards of World Language Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Stage I)
Content Standard 1.1  
Students address discrete elements of daily life, including: m. Shopping, clothes, colors, and sizes.

Functions Standard 1.6  
Create and present a written, oral, or signed (ASL) product in a culturally authentic way.

Cultures Standard 1.1  
Associate products, practices, and perspectives with the target culture.

Cultures Standard 1.2 
Recognize similarities and differences between Chinese culture and the students’ own cultures.

Objectives (Project) 
1. Students will be able to apply key vocabularies in Mandarin when they design their products. (Content 1.1)
2. Students will be able to use key vocabularies and formulaic language to describe their project. (Functions 1.6)
3. Students will be able to compare and contrast meaning of colors in Chinese with their own culture i.e. Mexican culture, American culture, etc. (Cultures 1.1, 1.2) 
Assessment 
1. Observe the discussions between the groups of students
2. Give students a quiz to check their understanding and how well they have retained the knowledge (attachment 1)
3. Use the question-and-answer format to evaluate students' understanding of the symbolism of colors 
4. Use the oral presentation rubric to evaluate students' presentation. (attachment 2) 

5.Use the poster presentation rubric to evaluate students' poster. (attachment 3)
Teaching Materials 
video clip -- Chinese Wedding (attachment 4)
video clip -- American Wedding (attachment 5)
Symbolism of Colors in Chinese Culture    (attachment 6)
Colors in Western / American Culture    (attachment 7)
Pictures of appropriate color use in Chinese culture (http://www.illuminantpartners.com/2012/08/28/colors-to-use-avoid-china-infographic/ )                                      (attachment 8)
Time: 55 min. per class period
Lesson Plan One

Rationale 
This lesson will focus on guiding students in analyzing articles on the colors and their symbolic meanings in Chinese culture.
Objectives

1. Students gain better understanding of the colors' symbolic meanings in Chinese culture.

2. Students know what colors are appropriate for certain events in China
3. Students are aware of avoiding culture clashes ( i.e. applying the wrong colors for certain events in China)
Procedures and Activities 
	Anticipatory Set
	Show students a video clip -- Chinese Wedding (attachment 4)
Students need finish the following tasks as "Warm Up":

•  Observe and write down the colors in Mandarin
• Predict what will be the main topic of today's class

	Instructional Input
	Guided / Independent Practice

1. Group Work (Part I )
Replay previous video clip -- Chinese Wedding, and students work in small groups to discuss the assignment they finished in the Warm Up activity, write down their guess about why colors such red and gold are used in the wedding, and these colors' symbolic meanings in Chinese culture.
2. Group Work (Part II )

 • Pass out the reading material -- Symbolism of Colors in Chinese Culture    (attachment 6)
• Students read this article and compare the expression in this article and their own guess
• Students stay in group, make a 4-column chart, summarize symbolism of colors in Chinese in Column 1, and what are the possible misuse of colors for certain events in Column 3. 

	Assessment
	• Observe students' group their discussion 

• Give students a quiz to check their understanding and how well they retained the knowledge (attachment 1)

	Homework
	Brainstorm designs of clothing appropriate for two different Chinese events

	Reflection
	Independent Practice
Write a short summary about today's class


Lesson Plan  Two

Rational

 This lesson will focus on guiding students in comparing the symbolism of colors in Chinese culture and their own cultures.
Objectives

1. Students compare colors' symbolic meanings in Chinese culture with Western/American culture
2. Students will design their own clothes in suitable colors for two events in China and America. 
Procedures and Activities 
	Anticipatory Set
	Show students a video clip -- American Wedding (attachment 5)
Students need finish the following tasks as "Warm Up":

•  Observe and write down the colors in Mandarin

	Instructional Input
	Guided / Independent Practice

1. Group Work (Part I)

 • Replay previous video clip -- American Wedding, and students will work in small groups to discuss the assignment they finish in Warm Up activity.

2. Group Work (Part II)
• Pass out the reading material -- Colors in Western / American Culture    (attachment 7)
• Students read this article 
• Students stay in group summarize symbolism of colors in American culture and possible misuse of colors in Column 2 and 4. 

	Assessment
	• Observe the student discussions
• Ask students to answer questions about symbolism of colors in Chinese and Western/American culture.
1) What colors in cultures are deemed to be good and fortunate?

2) Do Chinese and American wedding ceremony use the same colors? If not, why?

3) Does the color yellow mean the same in Chinese and Western/American culture? If not, why? 

	Homework
	Start designing clothes for attending four events in Chinese and American, two for each culture.

	Reflection
	Independent Practice

Write a short summary about today's class


Lesson Plan  Three

Rational

 This lesson will focus on guiding students in making posters which contain the summary of symbolism of colors in Chinese and Western / American culture. They also need to present their clothing designs to the class.
Objectives

1. Students present the similarities and differences of symbolism of colors in Chinese culture with Western/American culture.
2. Students will be able to apply the content knowledge by presenting the appropriate use of colors in the clothing designs. 
Procedures and Activities 
	Anticipatory Set
	Show students a series of pictures from the following website as a reminder about what to address and what to avoid before students make poster. (attachment 8)
(http://www.illuminantpartners.com/2012/08/28/colors-to-use-avoid-china-infographic/)

	Instructional Input
	Independent Practice
Student activities

• Students make posters which contain the following content:
a) the 4 column chart of the comparison of symbolism of colors in Chinese culture and Western/American culture
b) the clothing designs they have created for appropriate Chinese events
• Students will present the poster to the class to illustrate their understanding of the symbolism of colors in different cultures.

	Assessment
	• Use oral presentation rubric to evaluate students' presentation. (attachment 2) 
• Use poster presentation rubric to evaluate students' poster. (attachment 3) 

	Homework
	N/A

	Reflection
	Write down three things each student learned from their peers' presentations as the summary of the presentation. 
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