
Lesson Plan III :  Halloween with a Japanese Fright 

 Virginia Haddad  M.A.  Sea View Elementary School                                                  Salton City, California

Generally for grades four and above

Objective:  Students will enjoy Halloween with a non-traditional spooking.  This will broaden students’ awareness and appreciation of another culture.  Teachers can make this an opportunity to explore literary tools such as characterization and fantasy, as well as the role of culture in the arts. 

Standards:  (from fourth grade; other grade include similar concepts)  Language Arts RC 2.5 Compare and contrast information on the same topic; RC 2.6 Distinguish between cause and effect ; LA 3.1 Describe the structural differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.  3.3  Use knowledge of the situation and setting and of a character’s traits and motivations to determine the causes for that character’s actions. 3.4  Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the exploits of one character type and develop theories to account for similar tales in diverse cultures. Visual Arts AV 4.2 Identify and describe how a person's own cultural context influences individual responses to works of art.

4.3 Discuss how the subject and selection of media relate to the meaning or purpose of a work of art.
Materials:  A copy of the Japanese folktale The Boy who Drew Cats which can be obtained as a book or printed from online sources such as http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/books/japan/hearn/boydrewcats.html
Also a DVD of the 1964 Japanese horror classic Kwaidan.

Procedures: Scaffold the lesson by asking students what they think of when they think of Japan.  Ask what they think of when they think of Japanese art.  Today will be an exploration of Japanese literary and film arts.

Read to the students the short story The Boy Who Drew Cats.  Afterward, ask for their reaction.  In a discussion of characterization, you may also wish to explore the aspect of “marching to a different drummer,” interestingly, a principle that tends to be more appreciated in the West than in eastern cultures.  

Show the film Kwaidan which is not only spooky in subject matter and visual imagery, but the exotic and spine-tingling music adds a very exotic touch to the horror on screen!  Afterward, discuss Japanese vs. American horror.

Conclusion:  This is a fun and different way to celebrate Halloween.  Students will gain a broader awareness of the richness of the arts of Japan.

Possible Assessments:  

Students draw a bubble map and write a paragraph analyzing the characterization of the boy who would rather be an artist than what his parents and the temple priests preferred.

Students complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting Japanese and American horror in film.

In a narrative story, students retell the story of the boy who had rather draw cats than conform, but set in our own mainstream culture in modern times. 

In a narrative story, students pick one of the tales in Kwaidan and retell in narrative description including paraphrased English dialogue.

