Using China and Taiwan to Explain Special Interest Groups and Lobbying

Intro Activity (7 minutes):  Use the PowerPoint “China and Taiwan Lobbying”.  Display slide 1.  Have students answer the question about possible reasons for a Asian interest group getting involved in a court case.  Inform the students that they will learn about special interest groups and lobbying.

Vocabulary (7 minutes):  Display slide 2 and ask the students if they are familiar with a “interest group”.  Try to come up with a classroom created definition for the word by asking questions or giving prompts.  Do the same for Lobbying.  General definitions for the terms are below.  Make sure to connect the intro activity to the terms below as your are describing them.
Special Interest: A group of people that share a common political goal and work to achieve that goal
Lobbying:  An attempt by special interest groups to persuade politicians to change their mind on an issue.  

First Actitivy (10 minutes):  Display slides 3 and 4 and explain to the students that these are some of the most powerful and well known interest groups.  Inform the students that they are to pick 4 groups from the lists and predict what it is that they do.  They are to explain if they support such an organization or not.  They must provide a reason why they support or oppose the group. 

Final Activity (30 minutes)  Inform the students that all the groups on the list are American groups.  Ask them if they think foreigners try to lobby the government.  Display slide number 5.  Inform the students that foreign countries do try to lobby the American government.  Information is provided in the slide notes as to how much each country provides and reasons.  A link to the original article is also provided.   

Inform the students that two countries that are not in the top ten but are involved in lobbying the US government are China and Taiwan.  A very brief explanation on the split between the two nations is provided on slide 6 and 7. Feel free to expand on this if you desire and time permits.  

Have students predict possible lobbying goals of China and Taiwan.

Break the class up into two groups (either whole class or in individual groups).  Provide each group with one of the two articles provided (China Lobbying Article and Taiwan Lobbying Article) Both articles have been edited due to length, but feel free to remove more information to make it more accessible to students.  Students are to read the articles in their groups and answer the prompts “What does China/Taiwan want from the United States?” and  “How might their lobbying efforts affect the United States and your life?”

[bookmark: _GoBack]When finished, have them work with an individual or group that had a different article and share information.  Make sure that they don’t just copy from each other, rather they need to teach each other.  
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