Teacher: Gina Sharpe 
Curriculum Project: Analyzing the goals and outcomes of the Meiji Restoration

Subject: 10th Grade Advanced Placement World History 
Duration: 3-4 days in a block schedule (100 min/each) 
Objectives: 

After covering Chinese responses to Western penetration, students will be now looking at Japan.  Students will be able to analyze positive and negative effects of the Meiji Restoration on citizens of Japan and compare this to 19th century China. 
Standards to be covered: 
From the History–Social Science for California Public Schools Standards: 
CST 1: Compare past with present, evaluation the consequences of past events and decisions and          determining the lessons that were learned. 

CST 2: Analyze how change happens at different rates at different times 

CST 3: Use a variety of documents and maps to interpret human movement 

REP 3: Evaluate major debates among historians concerning alternative interpretations of the past 

HI 1: Show connections between particular historical events and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments 
10.4
 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at 

least two of the following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, 

India, Latin America, and the Philippines. 
               1.  Describe the rise of industrial economies and their link to imperialism and colonial­

                ism (e.g., the role played by national security and strategic advantage; moral issues 

                raised by the search for national hegemony, Social Darwinism, and the missionary 

                impulse; material issues such as land, resources, and technology). 

              2.  Discuss the locations of the colonial rule of such nations as England, France, Ger­

               many, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Portugal, and the United States. 

CST: Chronological and Spatial Thinking 

REP: Research, Evidence, and POV 

HI: Historical Interpretation 

From the AP College Board for AP World History: 
AP World History Themes, #1, 2, 4, & 5: 
· Interaction Between Humans and the Environment 
· Development and Interaction of Cultures 
· State-building, Expansion, and Conflict 
· Development and Transformation of social structures 

AP World History Thinking Skills: 
· Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence 
· Chronological Reasoning 
· Comparison and Contextualization 
· Historical Interpretation and Synthesis 

Day 1:

1.  In class, students will read the primary sources and answer questions regarding Commodore Matthew Perry’s visit to Japan from Asia for Educators l Columbia University  http://afe.easia.columbia.edu in pairs.  
a. In class, we will have a rotating fishbowl discussion of the documents.  

i. I will choose 6 students to sit in the center to discuss each document.  They will discuss the questions and the point of view of each document.  The audience will remain quiet, taking notes on their own questions.  

b. We will wrap up the dialogue as a whole class discussion. 

Day 2

1.  Students will go the computer lab and individually research the Meiji Restoration using the following websites: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/meiji.htm and http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/japan_1750_meiji.htm
2. Students will take notes on the following:

a. social, political, and economic situation of the Japanese Shogunate pre-1858

b. results of Perry’s visit to Japan

c. social, political, and economic goals of the Meiji Restoration  

d. impact on the following groups: shogun’s government, samurai, nationalists, merchants, farmers, industrialists, Americans

3. The last 15 minutes of class, divide the groups into in groups of 4-5.  Assign roles of the one of the following groups in Japanese society to each group:

· Shogun’s government 

· Samurai

· Nationalist 

· Merchants 

· Farmers

· Industrialist 

· American

4.  Let students know that the next class session, they will be part of a meeting to discuss their interests regarding the Meiji Restoration.  Give students the following guidelines:

a. All statements must be made in the 1st person

b. All group members must participate.  

c. Grading will be based on knowledge of the content, ability to stay in character, and overall interaction with other groups.  

Day 3

1.  Students will be given name tags with their group name. 

2. For the first 15 minutes of the conference, students will mingle with other group members.  The teacher will monitor the room to ensure that students are engaging and staying in character.  The purpose of this quick introductory activity is to loosen the students up and give them an opportunity to speak 1 on 1.  

3. Students will sit with their groups in the classroom.  The teacher will act as the facilitator, opening the conference with a general question.  The discussion should flow from there, but if students get tongue-tied, the teacher can step in with guiding questions.  

4. The last 15 minutes, students will write a short reflection that answers the question:  What were the goals and outcomes of the Meiji Restoration?  What groups benefitted?  

Day 4:

1. Students will write an in-class CC essay comparing and contrasting Japan’s modernization movements with China or Korea* 

2. Grading will be based on 

a. Thesis – 10 point

b. Addressing the question (similarities and differences) – 10 points

c. Evidence – 10 points

d. Analysis -10 points 

*Students will have covered China’s interaction with the West in the previous week’s lecture.

