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1. A rationale for the proposed unit: 

The unit that I am presenting focuses on the GRAPES of Medieval China. GRAPES is an acronym that we use in World History to examine the Social Structures, Economy, Politics, Achievements, Religion, and Geography on a civilization. This activity fits into the end of our unit for China. We do this at the end because it serves as a reteaching activity, since we have already covered most of these points as a class. Students are expected to have knowledge on the Silk Road and the spread of religions, ideas, and culture, the Tang and Ming Dynasties, and social class structure. Throughout the course students have taken notes on a graphic organizer as an independent level and are expected to do so in this unit. The unit to follow will be Medieval Japan. Having knowledge of China’s achievements will provide a smooth transition into Japan.
The population addressed in this lesson is a seven grade Special Education World History class. The class is composed of 14 students, one teacher, and one assistant. Some of the students’ disabilities include Autism, ADHD/ADD, Emotional Disturbance, Developmental and Cognitive Delays, Mild Mental Retardation, and Visual or Hearing Impairment. Most of them read far below their grade level and require accommodations to access the general education curriculum. These students come from a low SES neighborhood and are limited in their English proficiency levels. Due to my students’ challenges I have chosen some lessons that include visual and kinesthetic practices. Students will be more engaged and retain more information with this multi-modality approach.
2. Skill and content objectives

World History Standard 7.3: Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the civilizations of China in the Middle Ages.

3. Detailed lesson plan

Lesson objectives: Students will be able to determine the Social Structures, Economy, Politics, Achievements, Religion, and Geography of Medieval China in a graphic organizer. Then students will choose the top three Chinese influences and discuss their global impact up to current times.

Materials:
· Journal
· Warm-up question
· Computer/laptop
· Internet access
· Place cards
· Graphic organizer
· Pencils/pens

Class and individual activities:
1. Warm-up: Students will answer an open ended question about Chinese influences. “What has China done for you?” The teacher will provide guiding questions to help students formulate their opinion. Some questions could include, “Think about what we have learned in this unit so far. I want you to review mentally what kinds of inventions, accomplishments, and advances China has made. Do any of them impact you? Would you be able to live without some of their inventions? How have these helped your life and your ancestors?” Students will record their answers on their journal. This activity gets students thinking of the impact China has had on the world, it activates prior knowledge and engages the student. This is an individual activity and should take about 10 minutes. If students need a modification they can refer to their classwork as a reference.

2. Directional Instruction: Students will view a presentation on the Terra Cotta Warriors, Guardians of China’s First Emperor. This is adapted from Bowers Museum, http://www.bowers.org/files/TCWTeacherCurriculumGuide.pdf pages 11-18, with a main focus on page 16. The teacher will review the main points and paraphrase as needed. This activity should take about 15-20 minutes..

3. Guided Practice: Students will read the passages provided and examine the artifacts. Students will Think-Pair-Share about artifacts and guess what their use or purpose was intended for. Once the teacher has read about the artifact’s use, students will Think-Pair-Share and discuss if we have something similar to this artifact. This activity should take about 15-20 minutes.

4. Independent Practice: Students will be provided with a graphic organizer titled, The Civilization of _____. They will fill in the blank space with Medieval China. Place cards will be posted in different stations of the classroom. Students will them walk up to each place card and read the information and examine the visual aide. With the knowledge provided students will determine whether the information falls under the Social Structures, Economy, Politics, Achievements, Religion, or Geography of Medieval China in a graphic organizer. This activity could take one to two class periods. By allowing students to walk around the classroom they will be more active and alert in their assignment. Some accommodations that could be made would be to highlight the most important information in the text, allow students to work in partners, and/or read the information to the student.   

5. A plan for assessing student achievement

As a culminating activity students will review the GRAPES graphic organizer and choose the top three Chinese influences and discuss their global impact on neighboring nations, the world, and even current times. They will write an essay to explain their choices and will provide examples of why they chose these points. A graphic organizer will be provided for students to prewrite their thoughts. Students can review the GRAPES graphic organizer, the presentation of Terra Cotta Warriors, previous work samples, the text book, and/or use the internet as sources. The length of the essay will be determined based upon each student’s abilities. This assignment can take from 2 to 5 class periods.




The Civilization of: 								
	Geography
	Religion
	Achievements
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Using GRAPES 
Criteria that will be used to analyze knowledge of the acronym GRAPES

	 
	Unsatisfactory
1 pts LITTLE TO NO EFFORT
	Needs Improvement
2 pts Good but....
	Meets Proficiency
3 pts All reqiirements met.
	Exceeds Expectations
4 pts Excellent work!
	

	Geography 
4 pts civilization: location development, movement; people and environment-shaping, and geographical features or landforms
	Unsatisfactory

Incorrect or missing geographical information. 
	Needs Improvement

Information as to geography is vague. Only one feature of geography is discussed. 
	Meets Proficiency

All parts of geography are used properly. 
	Exceeds Expectations

All parts of geography are used properly. 
	

	Religion 
3 pts contributing factors to development of religion of belief system. Similarities or differences from other you are familiar with. Shape society/civilization.
	Unsatisfactory

Missing or Incorrect information and/or lack of information. 
	Needs Improvement

Some religious features are indicated. Incomplete information. 
	Meets Proficiency

Several religious characteristics of a civilization are indicated. 
	Exceeds Expectations

Complete/ all religious characteristics of a civilization are indicated. 
	

	Achievements 
4 pts How did the contribute to the development of this civilization? Were they related to the needs of civilization? What was the significance? What way did did they relate to other civilizations or cultures?
	Unsatisfactory

Achievements are not properly categorize. 
	Needs Improvement

Achievements are described, but some are missing. 
	Meets Proficiency

Achievements are well defined. 
	Exceeds Expectations

All achievements are define, and relating to other civilizations or cultures. 
	

	Politics 
3 pts What was the context that led to the development of these political ideas/practices? Evaluate the benefits and limitations of these political structures and ideas.
	Unsatisfactory

Incorrect information and / or lack of information. 
	Needs Improvement

Some information regarding politics is given. Incomplete information. 
	Meets Proficiency

All areas of politics are covered. Some information / description given. 
	Exceeds Expectations

All areas of politics are covered. Full and complete information / description given. 
	

	Economics 
4 pts What economic practices did this civilization engage in? What extent was their economy local? Global? Key products/items that this civilization created,grew, or traded. How did the economy relate to the geography of the area/civilization?
	Unsatisfactory

Incorrect information and / or lack of information. 
	Needs Improvement

Some information regarding economics is given. Incomplete information. 
	Meets Proficiency

All areas of economics are covered. Some information / explanation given. 
	Exceeds Expectations

All areas of economics are covered. Full and complete information / explanation given. 
	

	Social structures 
4 pts Why did these ss exist? Who benefited and who was harmed by these social structures? How did the ss connect to this civilization's religion, politics, and economics?
	Unsatisfactory

Incorrect information and/or lack of information. 
	Needs Improvement

Some information regarding Social structures is given. Incomplete information. 
	Meets Proficiency

Most areas of Social structures are covered. Some information / description given. 
	Exceeds Expectations

All areas of Social structures are covered. Full and complere information/ description given. 
	

	Mechanics & Overall Style 
3 pts
	Unsatisfactory

Distracting and major errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization. No discernible organization. Transitions are not present. Writing is confusing and hard to follow. Contains fragments and/or run-on sentences. The tone and purpose is inconsistent and difficult to determine. The word choice is inadequate. 
	Needs Improvement

A few errors in punctuation, grammar, spelling, and capitalization. Organization is clear. Some transitions are present, while others are either inappropriate or missing. Writing is clear, but sentences may lack variety. The tone is inconsistent and word choice, while adequate, could be better. 
	Meets Proficiency

A few minor errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or capitalization, but they do not detract from the overall meaning and effectiveness of the paragraph. Transitions are present, but they do not enhance the overall effectiveness of the paragraph. Writing is clear and sentences have varied structure. There is consistent tone and word choice. 
	Exceeds Expectations

No errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or capitalization. Writing is smooth, skillful, and coherent. Sentences are strong and expressive with varied structure. Consistent and appropriate tone and word choice is used throughout the paragraph. 
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	ORGANIZATION
	DEVELOPMENT
	SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	WORD CHOICE/GRAMMAR USAGE
	MECHANICS

	Score
Of 6
	Exemplary Organization
· Clear and logical progression of ideas
· Strong introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and concluding paragraph
· Transition conveys relationships among ideas and paragraphs
	Exemplary Development
· Clear focus maintained for intended audience
· Strong development of the topic for narrative and descriptive writing
· Strong thesis statement for development of informative and persuasive writing
· Strong use of examples, evidence, or relevant details
· Use of analogies, illustrations or anecdotes
	Exemplary Sentence Structure
· Complete and correct
· Strong evidence of sentence variety: (types/length)
· Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative
· Simple and compound

	Exemplary Word Choice/ Grammar Usage
· Vivid, specific, economical, connotative
· Consistent grammar usage
· Subject/verb agreement
· Singular/plural nouns
· Verb (tense and usage)
· Pronoun usage
· Adjective/Adverb 
	Exemplary Mechanics
· May have minor errors
· Punctuation
· Capitalization
· Spelling
· Needs little or no editing

	Score of 5
	Effective Organization
· Logical progression of ideas
· Introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and concluding paragraph
· Transition conveys relationships among ideas and paragraphs

	Effective Development
· Effective focus maintained for intended audience
· Appropriate development of the topic for narrative and descriptive writing
· Appropriate thesis statement for development of informative and persuasive writing
· Clear use of examples, evidence or relevant details
· Use of analogies, illustrations or anecdotes
	Effective Sentence Structure
· Complete and correct
· Clear evidence of sentence variety: (types/length)
· Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative
· Simple and compound

	Effective Word Choice/ Grammar Usage
· Economical, specific
· Clear meaning, connotative
· Mostly consistent grammar usage
· Subject/verb agreement
· Singular/plural nouns
· Verb (tense and usage)
· Pronoun usage
· Adjective/Adverb 
	Effective Mechanics
· Few errors
· Punctuation
· Capitalization
· Spelling
· Needs some editing

	Score of 4
	Adequate Organization
· Some evidence of a logical progression of ideas
· Introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and concluding paragraph
· Purposeful use of transition

	Adequate Development
· Adequate focus maintained for intended audience
· Adequate development of the topic for narrative and descriptive writing
· Adequate thesis statement for development of informative and persuasive writing
· Sufficient use of examples, evidence or relevant details
· Use of analogies, illustrations or anecdotes
	Adequate Sentence Structure
· Minor errors in structure
· Some evidence of sentence variety: (types/length)
· Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative
· Simple and compound

	Adequate Word Choice/ Grammar Usage
· Appropriate, somewhat specific; somewhat simplistic
· Somewhat consistent grammar usage
· Subject/verb agreement
· Singular/plural nouns
· Verb (tense and usage)
· Pronoun usage
· Adjective/Adverb
	Adequate Mechanics
· Some errors
· Punctuation
· Capitalization
· Spelling
· Needs editing but doesn’t impede readability

	Score of 3
	Limited Organization
· Limited evidence of a logical progression of ideas
· Introductory paragraph, concluding paragraph and limited supporting paragraphs
· Limited use of transition

	Limited Development
· Some evidence of focus on the intended audience
· Limited development of the topic for narrative and descriptive writing
· Limited thesis statement for development of informative and persuasive writing
· Some use of examples, evidence or supporting details
· Some use of analogies, illustrations or anecdotes
	Limited Sentence Structure
· Some errors in sentence structure
· Limited evidence of sentence variety: (types/length)
· Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative
· Simple sentences; limited use of compound

	Limited Word Choice/ Grammar Usage
· Vague, redundant, simplistic
· Several inconsistencies in grammar usage
· Subject/verb agreement
· Singular/plural nouns
· Verb (tense and usage)
· Pronoun usage
· Adjective/Adverb 
	Limited Mechanics
· Frequent errors
· Punctuation
· Capitalization
· Spelling
· Begins to impede readability

	Score of 2
	Minimal Organization/Minimal Response
· Lacks evidence of a logical progression of ideas
· Lacks introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and/or concluding paragraph 
· Lacks clear transition
	Minimal Development/Minimal Response
· Lacks focus on intended audience
· Lacks development of the topic for narrative and descriptive writing
· Lacks thesis statement for development for informative and persuasive writing
· Lacks sufficient examples, evidence or supporting details
· Lacks sufficient analogies, illustrations or anecdotes
	Minimal Sentence Structure/Minimal Response
· Contains fragments and/or run-ons
· Minimal evidence of sentence variety: 
(types/ length)
· Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative
· Simple sentences; minimal use of compound
	Minimal Word Choice/ Grammar Usage/Minimal Response
· Inadequate, imprecise, repetitive
· Frequent inconsistencies in grammar usage
· Subject/verb agreement
· Singular/plural nouns
· Verb (tense and usage)
· Pronoun usage
· Adjective/Adverb
	Minimal Mechanics/Minimal Response
· Consistent errors
· Punctuation
· Capitalization
· Spelling
· Impedes readability


	Score of 1
	Inadequate Organization
· Little or no progression of ideas; difficult to follow
· Inadequate paragraphing
· No transition
	Inadequate Development
· Unclear or no focus
· Little or no development of narrative or descriptive writing
· Little or no development of informative or persuasive writing
·  Few or no examples, evidence or other supporting details
· Few or no analogies, illustrations or anecdotes

	Inadequate Sentence Structure
· Contains numerous fragments and/or run-ons
· Little or no evidence of sentence variety
(types/ length)
· Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative
· Simple sentences; minimal or no use of compound 
	Inadequate Word Choice/ Grammar Usage
· Rambling, inappropriate, incorrect
· Distracting inconsistencies 
· Subject/verb agreement
· Singular/plural nouns
· Verb (tense and usage)
· Pronoun usage
· Adjective/Adverb
	Inadequate Mechanics
· Serious and consistent errors 
· Punctuation
· Capitalization
· Spelling
· Impedes understanding/communication
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