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Introduction 
 
In the later half of the eighteenth century, the British East India Company sought to expand their trade with China, 
but the British traders soon found that they had little to offer the Chinese other than silver — and opium. 
Furthermore, the Qing emperors stipulated that the British trade only with a limited number of licensed merchants, 
did not allow the British to communicate directly with Qing officials, and limited the trade to the adjacent ports of 
Macao and Guangzhou (Canton). Furthermore, the taxes and fees charged by Qing officials in the port of Guangzhou 
were not to the liking of the British. The British East India Company continued to come to China because the tea trade 
was — despite the terms of trade — quite profitable. Nonetheless, the British East India Company was not satisfied 
with the terms of trade. Accordingly, with the cooperation of the British Crown, Lord Macartney (George Macartney, 
1737-1806) was commissioned to go to the court of the Qianlong emperor (1711-1799; r. 1736-1796) as 
representative from George III of England (1738-1820). Lord Macartney was received with great ceremony by the 
Qing officials and by the elderly Qianlong emperor himself. Lord Macartney thus was able to communicate King 
George’s wishes to the Emperor: namely, that Britain desired a convenient offshore island as a permanent trading 
post, more ports opened to trade, and diplomatic representation in Beijing. 
 
The documents below communicate the Qianlong emperor’s responses to these and related requests. 
 
 
 
Document Excerpts  with Questions (Longer selection follows this section) 
From Changing China: Readings in the History of China from the Opium War to the Present, by J. Mason Gentzler (New York: Praeger 
Publishers, 1977) ©1977 Praeger Publishers. Reproduced with the permission of the publisher. All rights reserved.  
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Questions:  

!
1. Into what Chinese institutional framework is the Qianlong emperor forcing 

relations with the British? How does this compare with the British 
assumptions about how relations between different countries should be 
carried out? 

2. Think in terms of the Qianlong emperor’s point of view: Why should the 
positions laid forth here seem reasonable to him? 

3. Can you think of any reasons that the Qianlong emperor could have 
reasonably known at the time (i.e., not things you know in hindsight) that 
should have inclined him to accept some or all of the British requests? If so, 
what might the arguments against those reasons be? 
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4. Why do you think it is important for diplomats to understand the worldview 
of the other party? Would it have been possible for the British in 1793 to 
change their request in order to get more of what they wanted? If so, how? If 
not, why not? 

 
 
 
Complete Documents  
From Changing China: Readings in the History of China from the Opium War to the Present, by J. Mason Gentzler (New York: Praeger 
Publishers, 1977) ©1977 Praeger Publishers. Reproduced with the permission of the publisher. All rights reserved.  
 
 

"#$!%&'()*!+,$-!)./!0'123$24!%-5/,$,6!

72!"./!7((1*'$2!$+!8$,&!91(1,)2/:;*!9'**'$2!"$!<.'216!=/5)/->/,!?@AB!

!

!C%&'()!DE!

"#$%! &! '()*%! +(,-! .-/#)0! 12-! 3#)4()-5! #4! 67)/! 5-75%! )-,-812-+-55%! (69-++-0! ./! /#$8!

2$6.+-! 0-5(8-! 1#! 97817:-! #4! 12-! .-)-4(15! #4! #$8! 3(,(+(;71(#)%! /#$! 27,-! 0(597132-0! 7! 6(55(#)!

8-59-314$++/!.-78()*!/#$8!6-6#8(7+<!"#$8!=),#/!275!38#55-0!12-!5-75!7)0!97(0!2(5!8-59-315!71!

6/! >#$81! #)! 12-! 7))(,-8578/! #4! 6/! .(81207/<! ?#! 52#@! /#$8! 0-,#1(#)%! /#$! 27,-! 7+5#! 5-)1!

#44-8()*5!#4!/#$8!3#$)18/A5!98#0$3-<!

E! 27,-! 9-8$5-0! /#$8! 6-6#8(7+R! 12-! -78)-51! 1-865! ()! @2(32! (1! (5! 3#$32-0! 8-,-7+! 7!

8-59-314$+!2$6(+(1/!#)!/#$8!9781%!@2(32!(5!2(*2+/!987(5-@#812/<!E)!3#)5(0-871(#)!#4!12-!4731!1271!

/#$8!C6.75570#8!7)0!2(5!0-9$1/!27,-!3#6-!7!+#)*!@7/!@(12!/#$8!6-6#8(7+!7)0!18(.$1-%!E!27,-!

52#@)! 12-6! 2(*2! 47,#$8! 7)0! 27,-! 7++#@-0! 12-6! 1#! .-! ()18#0$3-0! ()1#! 6/! 98-5-)3-<! ?#!

67)(4-51!6/!()0$+*-)3-%!E!27,-!-)1-817()-0!12-6!71!7!.7)D$-1!7)0!670-!12-6!)$6-8#$5!*(415<!E!

27,-! 7+5#! 37$5-0!98-5-)15! 1#! .-! 4#8@780-0! 1#! 12-!L7,7+!>#667)0-8! 7)0! 5(F!2$)08-0!#4!2(5!

#44(3-85!7)0!6-)%!7+12#$*2!12-/!0(0!)#1!3#6-!1#!S-:()*%!5#!1271!12-/!1##!67/!5278-!()!6/!7++T

-6.873()*!:()0)-55<!!

C5!1#!/#$8!-)18-71/!1#!5-)0!#)-!#4!/#$8!)71(#)7+5!1#!.-!7338-0(1-0!1#!6/!>-+-51(7+!>#$81!

7)0!1#!.-!()!3#)18#+!#4!/#$8!3#$)18/A5!1870-!@(12!>2()7%!12(5!8-D$-51!(5!3#)1878/!1#!7++!$57*-!#4!

6/!0/)751/!7)0!37))#1!9#55(.+/!.-!-)1-817()-0<!E1!(5!18$-!1271!=$8#9-7)5%!()!12-!5-8,(3-!#4!12-!

0/)751/%!27,-!.--)!9-86(11-0!1#!+(,-!71!S-:()*%!.$1!12-/!78-!3#69-++-0!1#!70#91!>2()-5-!08-55%!

12-/!78-!518(31+/!3#)4()-0!1#!12-(8!#@)!98-3()315!7)0!78-!)-,-8!9-86(11-0!1#!8-1$8)!2#6-<!"#$!

78-! 98-5$67.+/! 476(+(78! @(12! #$8! 0/)751(3! 8-*$+71(#)5<! "#$8! 98#9#5-0! =),#/! 1#! 6/! >#$81!

3#$+0! )#1! .-! 9+73-0! ()! 7! 9#5(1(#)! 5(6(+78! 1#! 1271! #4! =$8#9-7)! #44(3(7+5! ()! S-:()*! @2#! 78-!

4#8.(00-)!1#!+-7,-!>2()7%!)#8!3#$+0!2-%!#)!12-!#12-8!27)0%!.-!7++#@-0!+(.-81/!#4!6#,-6-)1!7)0!

12-!98(,(+-*-!#4! 3#88-59#)0()*!@(12!2(5! #@)! 3#$)18/U! 5#! 1271! /#$!@#$+0!*7()!)#12()*!./!2(5!

8-5(0-)3-!()!#$8!6(051<!!

N#8-#,-8%!&$8!>-+-51(7+!0/)751/!9#55-55-5!,751!1-88(1#8(-5%!7)0!18(.$1-!6(55(#)5!48#6!12-!

0-9-)0-)3(-5!78-!98#,(0-0!4#8!./!12-!V-97816-)1!4#8!?8(.$178/!H171-5%!@2(32!6()(51-85!1#!12-(8!

@7)15!7)0!-F-83(5-5!518(31!3#)18#+!#,-8!12-(8!6#,-6-)15<!E1!@#$+0!.-!D$(1-!(69#55(.+-!1#!+-7,-!



Primary Source Document with Questions (DBQs)  on  
TWO EDICTS FROM THE QIANLONG EMPEROR,  

ON THE OCCASION OF L ORD MACARTNEY’S MISS ION TO CHINA,  SEPTEM BER 1793 
 
 

Asia  for  Educators  l  Columbia University  l  http: //afe.easia.columbia.edu  Page 4 of  7  

12-6!1#!12-(8!#@)!0-,(3-5<!H$99#5()*!1271!/#$8!=),#/!52#$+0!3#6-!1#!#$8!3#$81%!2(5!+7)*$7*-!

7)0! )71(#)7+! 08-55! 0(44-8! 48#6! 1271! #4! #$8! 9-#9+-%! 7)0! 12-8-!@#$+0! .-! )#! 9+73-! ()!@2(32! 2-!

6(*21!8-5(0-<!E1!67/!.-!5$**-51-0!1271!2-!6(*21!(6(171-!12-!=$8#9-7)5!9-867)-)1+/!8-5(0-)1!()!

S-:()*!7)0!70#91!12-!08-55!7)0!3$51#65!#4!>2()7%!.$1%!(1!275!)-,-8!.--)!#$8!0/)751/A5!@(52!1#!

4#83-!9-#9+-!1#!0#!12()*5!$)5--6+/!7)0!()3#),-)(-)1<!I-5(0-5%!5$99#5()*!E!5-)1!7)!C6.75570#8!

1#! 8-5(0-! ()!/#$8! 3#$)18/%!2#@!3#$+0!/#$!9#55(.+/!67:-! 4#8!2(6! 12-! 8-D$(5(1-! 7887)*-6-)15W!

=$8#9-! 3#)5(515! #4! 67)/! #12-8! )71(#)5! .-5(0-5! /#$8! #@)R! (4! -732! 7)0! 7++! 0-67)0-0! 1#! .-!

8-98-5-)1-0!71!#$8!>#$81%!2#@!3#$+0!@-!9#55(.+/! 3#)5-)1W!?2-! 12()*! (5!$11-8+/! (698731(37.+-<!

G#@! 37)!#$8!0/)751/! 7+1-8! (15!@2#+-!98#3-0$8-! 7)0! 8-*$+71(#)5%! -517.+(52-0! 4#8!6#8-! 127)! 7!

3-)1$8/%! ()! #80-8! 1#!6--1! /#$8! ()0(,(0$7+! ,(-@5W! E4! (1! .-! 57(0! 1271! /#$8! #.O-31! (5! 1#! -F-83(5-!

3#)18#+! #,-8!/#$8! 3#$)18/A5! 1870-%! /#$8!)71(#)7+5!27,-!270! 4$++! +(.-81/! 1#! 1870-!71!>7)1#)! 4#8!

67)/! 7! /-78%! 7)0!27,-! 8-3-(,-0! 12-! *8-71-51! 3#)5(0-871(#)! 71! #$8!27)05<!N(55(#)5!27,-!.--)!

5-)1!./!S#81$*7+!7)0! E17+/%!98-4-88()*!5(6(+78! 8-D$-515<!?2-!?28#)-!7998-3(71-0! 12-(8! 5()3-8(1/!

7)0!+#70-0!12-6!@(12!47,#$85%!.-5(0-5!7$12#8(;()*!6-75$8-5!1#!473(+(171-!12-(8!1870-!@(12!>2()7<!

"#$!78-!)#!0#$.1!7@78-! 1271%!@2-)!6/!>7)1#)!6-8327)1%!X$!>27#9A()*%!@75! ()!0-.1! 1#! 12-!

4#8-(*)!52(95%!E!670-!12-!Y(3-8#/!70,7)3-!12-!6#)(-5!0$-%!#$1!#4!12-!98#,()3(7+!18-75$8/%!7)0!

#80-8-0! 2(6! 1#! 9$)(52! 12-! 3$+98(1! 5-,-8-+/<! X2/! 12-)! 52#$+0! 4#8-(*)! )71(#)5! 70,7)3-! 12(5!

$11-8+/! $)8-75#)7.+-! 8-D$-51! 1#! .-! 8-98-5-)1-0! 71!6/! >#$81W! S-:()*! (5! )-78+/! QZ%ZZZ! '(! 48#6!

>7)1#)%!7)0!71!5$32!7!0(517)3-!@271!9#55(.+-!3#)18#+!3#$+0!7)/!I8(1(52!8-98-5-)171(,-!-F-83(5-W!!

E4! /#$! 755-81! 1271! /#$8! 8-,-8-)3-! 4#8! &$8! >-+-51(7+! 0/)751/! 4(++5! /#$!@(12! 7! 0-5(8-! 1#!

73D$(8-!#$8!3(,(+(;71(#)%!#$8!3-8-6#)(-5!7)0!3#0-!#4!+7@5!0(44-8!5#!3#69+-1-+/!48#6!/#$8!#@)!

1271%!-,-)!(4!/#$8!=),#/!@-8-!7.+-!1#!73D$(8-!12-!8$0(6-)15!#4!#$8!3(,(+(;71(#)%!/#$!3#$+0!)#1!

9#55(.+/!187)59+7)1!#$8!67))-85!7)0!3$51#65!1#!/#$8!7+(-)!5#(+<!?2-8-4#8-%!2#@-,-8!70-91!12-!

=),#/!6(*21!.-3#6-%!)#12()*!@#$+0!.-!*7()-0!12-8-./<!!

H$8,-/()*! 12-!@(0-!@#8+0%! E! 27,-!.$1! #)-! 7(6! ()!,(-@%!)76-+/%! 1#!67()17()! 7!9-84-31!

*#,-8)7)3-!7)0!1#!4$+4(++!12-!0$1(-5!#4!12-!H171-U!5187)*-!7)0!3#51+/!#.O-315!0#!)#1!()1-8-51!6-<!E4!E!

27,-!3#667)0-0!12-!18(.$1-!#44-8()*5!5-)1!./!/#$%!&!'()*%!78-!1#!.-!733-91-0%!12(5!@75!5#+-+/!()!

3#)5(0-871(#)! 4#8! 12-! 59(8(1! @2(32! 98#691-0! /#$! 1#! 0(597132! 12-6! 48#6! 7478<! &$8! 0/)751/A5!

67O-51(3!,(81$-!275!9-)-1871-0!$)1#!-,-8/!3#$)18/!$)0-8!G-7,-)%!7)0!'()*5!#4!7++!)71(#)5!27,-!

#44-8-0!12-(8!3#51+/!18(.$1-!./!+7)0!7)0!5-7<!C5!/#$8!C6.75570#8!37)!5--!4#8!2(65-+4%!@-!9#55-55!

7++! 12()*5<! E! 5-1!)#!,7+$-!#)!#.O-315! 5187)*-!#8! ()*-)(#$5%! 7)0!27,-!)#!$5-! 4#8!/#$8! 3#$)18/A5!

67)$4731$8-5<!?2(5!12-)!(5!6/!7)5@-8!1#!/#$8!8-D$-51!1#!799#()1!7!8-98-5-)171(,-!71!6/!>#$81%!7!

8-D$-51!3#)1878/!1#!#$8!0/)751(3!$57*-%!@2(32!@#$+0!#)+/!8-5$+1!()!()3#),-)(-)3-!1#!/#$85-+4<!E!

27,-! -F9#$)0-0!6/!@(52-5! ()! 0-17(+! 7)0! 27,-! 3#667)0-0! /#$8! 18(.$1-! =),#/5! 1#! +-7,-! ()!

9-73-! #)! 12-(8! 2#6-@780! O#$8)-/<! E1! .-2#,-5! /#$%!&!'()*%! 1#! 8-59-31!6/! 5-)1(6-)15! 7)0! 1#!

0(59+7/!-,-)!*8-71-8!0-,#1(#)!7)0!+#/7+1/!()!12-!4$1$8-%!5#!1271%!./!9-89-1$7+!5$.6(55(#)!1#!#$8!

?28#)-%!/#$!67/!5-3$8-!9-73-!7)0!98#59-8(1/!4#8!/#$8!3#$)18/!2-8-741-8<!I-5(0-5!67:()*!*(415!

[#4!@2(32!E!-)3+#5-!7!+(51\!1#!-732!6-6.-8!#4!/#$8!N(55(#)%!E!3#)4-8!$9#)!/#$%!&!'()*%!,7+$7.+-!

98-5-)15! ()! -F3-55! #4! 12-! )$6.-8! $5$7++/! .-51#@-0! #)! 5$32! #3375(#)5%! ()3+$0()*! 5(+:5! 7)0!

3$8(#5]7!+(51!#4!@2(32!(5!+(:-@(5-!-)3+#5-0<!V#!/#$!8-,-8-)1+/!8-3-(,-!12-6!7)0!17:-!)#1-!#4!6/!

1-)0-8!*##0@(++!1#@7805!/#$^!C!59-3(7+!67)071-<!



Primary Source Document with Questions (DBQs)  on  
TWO EDICTS FROM THE QIANLONG EMPEROR,  

ON THE OCCASION OF L ORD MACARTNEY’S MISS ION TO CHINA,  SEPTEM BER 1793 
 
 

Asia  for  Educators  l  Columbia University  l  http: //afe.easia.columbia.edu  Page 5 of  7  

!

C%&'()!DDE!

"#$%!&!'()*!48#6!7478%!27,-!/-78)-0!741-8!12-!.+-55()*5!#4!#$8!3(,(+(;71(#)%!7)0!()!/#$8!

-7*-8)-55!1#!3#6-!()1#!1#$32!@(12!#$8!3#),-81()*!()4+$-)3-!27,-!5-)1!7)!=6.755/!738#55!12-!5-7!

.-78()*! 7!6-6#8(7+<! E! 27,-! 7+8-70/! 17:-)! )#1-! #4! /#$8! 8-59-314$+! 59(8(1! #4! 5$.6(55(#)%! 27,-!

18-71-0!/#$8!6(55(#)!@(12!-F18-6-!47,#$8!7)0!+#70-0!(1!@(12!*(415%!.-5(0-5!(55$()*!7!67)071-!1#!

/#$%! &! '()*%! 7)0! 2#)#$8()*! /#$! @(12! 12-! .-51#@7+! #4! ,7+$7.+-! 98-5-)15<! ?2$5! 275! 6/!

()0$+*-)3-!.--)!67)(4-51-0<!!

"-51-807/! /#$8! C6.75570#8! 9-1(1(#)-0!6/!N()(51-85! 1#! 6-6#8(7+(;-! 6-! 8-*780()*! /#$8!

1870-!@(12! >2()7%! .$1! 2(5! 98#9#57+! (5! )#1! 3#)5(51-)1! @(12! #$8! 0/)751(3! $57*-! 7)0! 37))#1! .-!

-)1-817()-0<!G(12-81#%!7++!=$8#9-7)!)71(#)5%!()3+$0()*!/#$8!#@)!3#$)18/A5!.78.78(7)!6-8327)15%!

27,-!3788(-0!#)!12-(8!1870-!@(12!&$8!>-+-51(7+!=69(8-!71!>7)1#)<!H$32!275!.--)!12-!98#3-0$8-!

4#8!67)/!/-785%!7+12#$*2!&$8!>-+-51(7+!=69(8-!9#55-55-5!7++! 12()*5! ()!98#+(4(3!7.$)07)3-!7)0!

+73:5!)#!98#0$31!@(12()!(15!.#80-85<!?2-8-!@75!12-8-4#8-!)#!)--0!1#!(69#81!12-!67)$4731$8-5!#4!

#$15(0-!.78.78(7)5!()!-F327)*-!4#8!#$8!#@)!98#0$3-<!I$1!75!12-!1-7%!5(+:%!7)0!9#83-+7()!@2(32!

12-!>-+-51(7+!=69(8-!98#0$3-5!78-!7.5#+$1-!)-3-55(1(-5! 1#!=$8#9-7)!)71(#)5!7)0!1#!/#$85-+,-5%!

@-! 27,-! 9-86(11-0%! 75! 7! 5(*)7+! 678:! #4! 47,#$8%! 1271! 4#8-(*)! !"#$%)! 52#$+0! .-! -517.+(52-0! 71!

>7)1#)%! 5#! 1271! /#$8! @7)15! 6(*21! .-! 5$99+(-0! 7)0! /#$8! 3#$)18/! 12$5! 9781(3(971-! ()! #$8!

.-)-4(3-)3-<!I$1!/#$8!C6.75570#8!275!)#@!9$1!4#8@780!)-@!8-D$-515!@2(32!3#69+-1-+/!47(+!1#!

8-3#*)(;-!12-!?28#)-A5!98()3(9+-!1#!J18-71!5187)*-85!48#6!7478!@(12!()0$+*-)3-%K!7)0!1#!-F-83(5-!

7!973(4/()*!3#)18#+!#,-8!.78.78(7)!18(.-5%!12-!@#8+0!#,-8<!N#8-#,-8%!#$8!0/)751/%!5@7/()*!12-!

6/8(70!873-5!#4!12-!*+#.-%!-F1-)05!12-!576-!.-)-,#+-)3-!1#@7805!7++<!"#$8!=)*+7)0!(5!)#1!12-!

#)+/! )71(#)! 1870()*! 71! >7)1#)<! E4! #12-8! )71(#)5%! 4#++#@()*! /#$8! .70! -F769+-%! @8#)*4$++/!

(69#81$)-!6/!-78!@(12!4$812-8!(69#55(.+-!8-D$-515%!2#@!@(++!(1!.-!9#55(.+-!4#8!6-!1#!18-71!12-6!

@(12!-75/!()0$+*-)3-W!L-,-812-+-55%!E!0#!)#1!4#8*-1!12-!+#)-+/!8-6#1-)-55!#4!/#$8!(5+7)0%!3$1!#44!

48#6!12-!@#8+0!./!()1-8,-)()*!@751-5!#4!5-7%!)#8!0#!E!#,-8+##:!/#$8!()-F3$57.+-!(*)#87)3-!#4!

12-!$57*-5!#4!&$8!>-+-51(7+!=69(8-<!E!27,-!3#)5-D$-)1+/!3#667)0-0!6/!N()(51-85!1#!-)+(*21-)!

/#$8!C6.75570#8! #)! 12-! 5$.O-31%! 7)0!27,-! #80-8-0! 12-!0-9781$8-! #4! 12-!6(55(#)<! I$1! E! 27,-!

0#$.15!1271%!741-8!/#$8!=),#/A5!8-1$8)!2-!67/!47(+!1#!73D$7()1!/#$!@(12!6/!,(-@!()!0-17(+!#8!1271!

2-!67/!.-!+73:()*!()!+$3(0(1/%!5#!1271!E!527++!)#@!98#3--0!1#!17:-!/#$8!8-D$-515!#)-!./!#)-!7)0!

1#!(55$-!6/!67)071-!#)!-732!D$-51(#)!5-97871-+/<!E)!12(5!@7/!/#$!@(++%!E!18$51%!3#698-2-)0!6/!

6-7)()*<!

!!

Q< "#$8!C6.75570#8!8-D$-515!473(+(1(-5!4#8!52(95!#4!/#$8!)71(#)!1#!37++!71!L()*9#%!>2$57)%!

?(-)15()!7)0!#12-8!9+73-5!4#8!9$89#5-5!#4!1870-<!M)1(+!)#@!1870-!@(12!=$8#9-7)!)71(#)5!

275!7+@7/5!.--)!3#)0$31-0!71!N737#%!@2-8-! 12-! 4#8-(*)!!"#$%! 78-!-517.+(52-0! 1#! 51#8-!

7)0!5-++!4#8-(*)!6-8327)0(5-<!"#$8!)71(#)!275!#.-0(-)1+/!3#69+(-0!@(12!12(5!8-*$+71(#)!

4#8!/-785!9751!@(12#$1!87(5()*!7)/!#.O-31(#)<!E)!)#)-!#4!12-!#12-8!9#815!)76-0!27,-!!"#$%!

                                                 

_!?870()*!4(865!+(3-)5-0!./!12-!>2()-5-!*#,-8)6-)1<!



Primary Source Document with Questions (DBQs)  on  
TWO EDICTS FROM THE QIANLONG EMPEROR,  

ON THE OCCASION OF L ORD MACARTNEY’S MISS ION TO CHINA,  SEPTEM BER 1793 
 
 

Asia  for  Educators  l  Columbia University  l  http: //afe.easia.columbia.edu  Page 6 of  7  

.--)!-517.+(52-0%!5#!1271!-,-)!(4!/#$8!,-55-+5!@-8-!1#!98#3--0!12(12-8%!12-/!@#$+0!27,-!

)#!6-7)5! #4! 0(59#5()*! #4! 12-(8! 378*#-5<! P$812-86#8-%! )#! ()1-898-1-85! 78-! 7,7(+7.+-%! 5#!

/#$! @#$+0! 27,-! )#! 6-7)5! #4! -F9+7()()*! /#$8! @7)15%! 7)0! )#12()*! .$1! *-)-87+!

()3#),-)(-)3-!@#$+0!8-5$+1<!P#8!12-!4$1$8-%!75!()!12-!9751%!E!0-38--!1271!/#$8!8-D$-51!(5!

8-4$5-0!7)0!1271!12-!1870-!527++!.-!+(6(1-0!1#!N737#<!

_< ?2-!8-D$-51!1271!/#$8!6-8327)15!67/!-517.+(52!7!8-9#5(1#8/!()!12-!379(17+!#4!6/!=69(8-!

4#8! 12-! 51#8()*!7)0! 57+-!#4!/#$8!98#0$3-! (5! -,-)!6#8-! (698731(37.+-! 127)! 12-! +751<!N/!

379(17+!(5!12-!2$.!7)0!3-)18-!7.#$1!@2(32!7++!D$781-85!#4!12-!*+#.-!8-,#+,-<!E15!#80()7)3-5!

78-!6#51!7$*$51!7)0!(15!+7@5!78-!518(31!()!12-!-F18-6-<!?2-!5$.O-315!#4!#$8!0-9-)0-)3(-5!

27,-!)-,-8!.--)!7++#@-0!1#!#9-)!9+73-5!#4!.$5()-55!()!S-:()*<!P#8-(*)!1870-!275!2(12-81#!

.--)! 3#)0$31-0! 71! N737#%! .-37$5-! (1! (5! 3#),-)(-)1+/! )-78! 12-! 5-7%! 7)0! 12-8-4#8-! 7)!

(69#817)1!*712-8()*!9+73-!4#8!12-!52(95!#4!7++!)71(#)5!57(+()*!1#!7)0!48#6<!E4!@78-2#$5-5!

@-8-!-517.+(52-0!()!S-:()*%!12-!8-6#1-)-55!#4!/#$8!3#$)18/!+/()*!478!1#!12-!)#812@-51!#4!

6/! 379(17+%!@#$+0! 8-)0-8! 187)59#81! -F18-6-+/! 0(44(3$+1<! S#55-55()*! 473(+(1(-5! 71!N737#%!

/#$!)#@!75:!4#8!4$812-8!98(,(+-*-5!71!S-:()*%!7+12#$*2!#$8!0/)751/!#.5-8,-5!12-!5-,-8-51!

8-518(31(#)5!8-59-31()*!12-!706(55(#)!#4!4#8-(*)-85!@(12()!(15!.#$)078(-5%!7)0!275!)-,-8!

9-86(11-0!12-!5$.O-315!#4!0-9-)0-)3(-5! 1#!38#55! 12-!=69(8-A5!.788(-85!7)0!5-11+-!71!@(++!

76#)*51!12-!>2()-5-!9-#9+-<!?2(5!8-D$-51!(5!7+5#!8-4$5-0<!

`< a-*780()*!/#$8!)71(#)A5!@#852(9!#4!12-!b#80!#4!G-7,-)%!(1!(5!12-!576-!8-+(*(#)!75!1271!#4!

#12-8! =$8#9-7)!)71(#)5<! =,-8! 5()3-! 12-! .-*())()*! #4! 2(51#8/%! 57*-!=69-8#85! 7)0!@(5-!

8$+-85!27,-!.-51#@-0!#)!>2()7!7!6#87+!5/51-6!7)0!()3$+371-0!7!3#0-%!@2(32!48#6!1(6-!

(66-6#8(7+! 275! .--)! 8-+(*(#$5+/! #.5-8,-0! ./! 12-!6/8(705! #4! 6/! 5$.O-315<! ?2-8-! 275!

.--)!)#!27):-8()*!741-8!2-1-8#0#F!0#318()-5<!=,-)!12-!=$8#9-7)![6(55(#)78/\!#44(3(7+5!()!

6/!379(17+!78-! 4#8.(00-)! 1#!2#+0! ()1-83#$85-!@(12!>2()-5-! 5$.O-315U! 12-/!78-! 8-518(31-0!

@(12()!12-!+(6(15!#4!12-(8!799#()1-0!8-5(0-)3-5%!7)0!67/!)#1!*#!7.#$1!98#97*71()*!12-(8!

8-+(*(#)<! ?2-! 0(51()31(#)! .-1@--)! >2()-5-! 7)0! .78.78(7)! (5! 6#51! 518(31%! 7)0! /#$8!

C6.75570#8A5! 8-D$-51! 1271! .78.78(7)5! 527++! .-! *(,-)! 4$++! +(.-81/! 1#! 0(55-6()71-! 12-(8!

8-+(*(#)!(5!$11-8+/!$)8-75#)7.+-<!!

E1!67/!.-%!&!'()*%!1271!12-!7.#,-!98#9#57+5!27,-!.--)!@7)1#)+/!670-!./!/#$8!C6.75570#8!

#)!2(5!#@)!8-59#)5(.(+(1/%!#8!9-82795!/#$!/#$85-+4!78-!(*)#87)1!#4!#$8!0/)751(3!8-*$+71(#)5!7)0!

270!)#!()1-)1(#)!#4!187)5*8-55()*!12-6!@2-)!/#$!-F98-55-0!12-5-!@(+0!(0-75!7)0!2#9-5<!E!27,-!

-,-8!52#@)!12-!*8-71-51!3#)0-53-)5(#)!1#!12-!18(.$1-!6(55(#)5!#4!7++!H171-5!@2(32!5()3-8-+/!/-78)!

741-8!12-!.+-55()*5!#4!3(,(+(;71(#)%!5#!75!1#!67)(4-51!6/!:()0+/!()0$+*-)3-<!E!27,-!-,-)!*#)-!#$1!

#4!6/!@7/!1#!*87)1!7)/!8-D$-515!@2(32!@-8-!()!7)/!@7/!3#)5(51-)1!@(12!>2()-5-!$57*-<!C.#,-!

7++%!$9#)!/#$%!@2#!+(,-!()!7!8-6#1-!7)0!()733-55(.+-!8-*(#)%!478!738#55!12-!5973-5!#4!#3-7)%!.$1!

@2#! 27,-! 52#@)! /#$8! 5$.6(55(,-! +#/7+1/! ./! 5-)0()*! 12(5! 18(.$1-! 6(55(#)%! E! 27,-! 2-79-0!

.-)-4(15! 478! ()! -F3-55!#4! 12#5-!733#80-0! 1#!#12-8!)71(#)5<!I$1! 12-!0-67)05!98-5-)1-0!./!/#$8!

=6.755/!78-!)#1!#)+/!7!3#)1870(31(#)!#4!0/)751(3!1870(1(#)%!.$1!@#$+0!.-!$11-8+/!$)98#0$31(,-!

#4!*##0!8-5$+1!1#!/#$85-+4%!.-5(0-5!.-()*!D$(1-!(698731(37.+-<!E!27,-!733#80()*+/!5171-0!12-!47315!

1#!/#$!()!0-17(+%!7)0!(1!(5!/#$8!.#$)0-)!0$1/!8-,-8-)1+/!1#!7998-3(71-!6/!4--+()*5!7)0!1#!#.-/!



Primary Source Document with Questions (DBQs)  on  
TWO EDICTS FROM THE QIANLONG EMPEROR,  

ON THE OCCASION OF L ORD MACARTNEY’S MISS ION TO CHINA,  SEPTEM BER 1793 
 
 

Asia  for  Educators  l  Columbia University  l  http: //afe.easia.columbia.edu  Page 7 of  7  

12-5-! ()518$31(#)5!2-)3-4#8@780!4#8!7++! 1(6-%!5#! 1271!/#$!67/!-)O#/!12-!.+-55()*5!#4!9-89-1$7+!

9-73-<! E4%!741-8! 12-!8-3-(91!#4! 12(5!-F9+(3(1!0-38--%!/#$! +(*21+/!*(,-!-78! 1#! 12-!8-98-5-)171(#)5!#4!

/#$8! 5$.#80()71-5!7)0!7++#@!/#$8!.78.78(7)!6-8327)15! 1#!98#3--0! 1#!>2-:(7)*!7)0!?(-)15()%!

@(12!12-!#.O-31!#4!+7)0()*!7)0!1870()*!12-8-%!12-!#80()7)3-5!#4!6/!>-+-51(7+!=69(8-!78-!518(31!()!

12-!-F18-6-%!7)0!12-!+#37+!#44(3(7+5%!.#12!3(,(+!7)0!6(+(178/%!78-!.#$)0!8-,-8-)1+/!1#!#.-/!12-!+7@!

#4!12-!+7)0<!H2#$+0!/#$8!,-55-+5!1#$32!52#8-%!/#$8!6-8327)15!@(++!755$8-0+/!)-,-8!.-!9-86(11-0!

1#!+7)0!#8!1#!8-5(0-!12-8-%!.$1!@(++!.-!5$.O-31!1#!()517)1!-F9$+5(#)<!E)!1271!-,-)1!/#$8!.78.78(7)!

6-8327)15!@(++!27,-!270!7! +#)*! O#$8)-/!4#8!)#12()*<!V#!)#1!57/!1271!/#$!@-8-!)#1!@78)-0!()!

0$-!1(6-^!?8-6.+()*+/!#.-/!7)0!52#@!)#!)-*+(*-)3-^!C!59-3(7+!67)071-^!!


