Hiroshima:  Why the Bomb Was Dropped
Take notes on the events or individuals; take special notice of what 

could be used for defense or prosecution
	Harry S. Truman – main reason for using the atomic bomb? 
	

	Film about the atomic bomb vs reality

 
	

	Manhattan Project at Los Alamos – motives of scientists


	

	Key Figure – Robert Oppenheimer


	

	Key Figure – Lesley Groves


	

	Key Figure – Henry Stimson


	

	Truman’s response at the first briefing of the atomic bomb
	

	Key Figure – James Byrnes 


	

	What is the significance of the Battle of Okinawa?


	

	What was the military nature of Japan in the summer of 1945? 


	

	Why were the Japanese not willing to give total unconditional surrender to the Allies?


	

	Kamikaze (suicide pilots) – significance?


	

	Firebombing of Tokyo – outcome and significance? 


	

	Examples of atrocities in WWII against noncombatants (civilians)


	

	Key Figure: George C. Marshall 


	

	Target Committee – Why did they choose Hiroshima? 


	

	Key Figure - Leo Szilard

· What were his concerns? 

· What was Byrnes’s response?
	

	What did Truman and the chiefs of staff predict would happen if there were a land invasion of Japan?  Was this reliable?  


	

	Military option – What was this and how did it involve the Russians?


	

	Political/Diplomatic option – Were Japanese willing to surrender?  What terms did the Japanese want? 
	

	Why were the alternatives to the bomb not used? 


	

	Can it be argued that Hiroshima was a military target?  How? 


	

	What did the ultimatum to Japan not contain?
	

	What did Truman’s diary show of his objectives for the bomb?


	

	Was Truman the one who gave the order to drop the bomb?


	

	Key Figure – Paul Tibbets


	

	Effects of bomb on Hiroshima?


	

	Effects of bomb on Nakasaki?


	

	Why did Truman decide to not use the 3rd bomb?


	


