Remarks by Kaiser Wilhelm II on the Boxer Rebellion:

Kaiser Wilhelm II was the German Emperor during the Boxer Rebellion. He advocated an assertive foreign policy for the newly-reunited Reich and “a place in the sun” for the German people. Strongly influenced by the geopolitical writings of Alfred Thayer Mahan, Wilhelm II supported the development of a naval fleet rivaling that of Britain and the acquisition of overseas colonies and claims of special economic rights. His address to the German troops dispatched to deal with the Boxer Rebellion was widely cited at the time as an example of his personal bellicosity—as well as the attitude of foreign powers towards China. 
Into the midst of the deepest peace--alas, not surprising to me--the torch of war has been hurled. A crime unprecedented in its brazenness, horrifying in its cruelty, has struck my trusted representative and carried him off. The ambassadors of the other powers are in danger of their lives and along with them your comrades who were dispatched for their protection. Perhaps, they have today fought their last battle. The German flag has been insulted, and the German Empire held up to scorn. This demands an exemplary punishment and revenge. 

With fearful speed the conditions have become extremely serious. Since I have summoned you to arms, [the situation has become] still more serious. What I had hoped to restore with the help of the marines will now require the united contingents of troops from all the civilized nations. Today the chief of the cruiser squadron has implored me to consider sending an [entire] division. 

You will oppose an enemy no less resolute in the face of death than yourselves. Trained by European officers, the Chinese have learned the use of European weapons. Thank God your comrades in the marines and in my navy, with whom you will join, have asserted and maintained the old German repute in combat; they have defended themselves with glory and victory and eased your task. 

Thus I send you now to avenge injustice, and I shall not rest until the German flag, united with those of the other powers, waves victoriously over the Chinese, planted on the walls of Peking, and dictating peace to the Chinese. 

Maintain a good comradeship with all the troops whom you will join with there. Russians, Englishmen, Frenchmen, and whoever else--they all fight for one cause, for civilization. 

Yet we also bear in mind something higher, our religion, and the defense and protection of our brothers overseas, some of whom have stood up for their Savior with their life.
Think also of our military honor, of those who have fought for you, and depart with the old motto of the flag of Brandenburg: "Trust God, defend yourself bravely. In that lies all your honor! For whoever ventures on God with a full heart will never be routed." 

The flags that wave above you here go into fire for the first time. Bring them back to me pure, unblemished, and without stain! 

My thanks and my concern, my prayers and my solicitude will not leave you. With these I accompany you.
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