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Opium War Lesson Plan

This lesson is part of a larger unit on New Imperialism

California State Standards
10.4 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at least two of the following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India, Latin America, and the Philippines. 
	Describe the rise of industrial economies and their link to imperialism and colonialism (e.g., the role played by national security and strategic advantage; moral issues raised by the search for national hegemony, Social Darwinism, and the missionary impulse; material issues such as land, resources, and technology). 
	Discuss the locations of the colonial rule of such nations as England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Portugal, and the United States. 
	Explain imperialism from the perspective of the colonizers and the colonized and the varied immediate and long-term responses by the people under colonial rule. 
	Describe the independence struggles of the colonized regions of the world, including the roles of leaders, such as Sun Yat-sen in China, and the roles of ideology and religion. 


Common Core Standards
Key Ideas and Details
2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or  secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

3. Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

Craft and Structure
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.
6. Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.

Prior Knowledge
APPARTS or SOAPSTONE
	Industrialization particularly in Great Britain led to an increase in competition for markets and resources
Goals of Imperialism
Different Forms of Imperialism (direct colony, indirect colony, protectorate)

Students Will Be Able To
	Read, Analyze, and Synthesize primary documents

Show how Opium War can support an answer to two or more of the Essential Questions

Essential Questions:
1. What benefits and drawbacks has modern technology brought for different societies?
2. In what way can the type of government/ economic system of a country influence the world?
3. How do some countries gain economic/military advantages over other countries?
4. Should countries who are responsible for destruction in one form or another of another nation be responsible for its’ future?
5. Is violence/war ever justified?
6. Can humans move beyond wars as a way to resolve conflict? What historical evidence do we have to support/refute this?
7. How do different countries portray past wars and with what purpose?

Vocabulary
Extraterritoriality
Spheres of Influence

In Class Activities
Day One
Warm- Up Activity 
Discuss the following quote with table group.
“Political Power comes from the barrel of a gun”  Mao Tse Dung

Lecture/ Discussion
	Review Confucian political theory
	Qing Dynasty and the civic make up of China
	Economy of China in 19th century

Population of China 
	Analyze Graph
	Role of Opium in 19th century trade
	Why were “reputable” people interested in trading narcotics?

Exit Slip
	Predict how the warm-up quote fits with the knowledge learned from today.


Day Two
Split the five readings among the whole class.  Assign groups of three to four people one of the following readings
	Lin Zixu- “Letter of Advice to Queen Victoria”
	Treaty of Nanjing 

Ebray- “Placards Posted in Guangzhou”
	Treaty of Tianjin
	Whaley, Arthur-  “The Opium War Through Chinese Eyes” 


Each member should read and discuss the document using APPARTS or SOAPSTONE as a guide.

Next, summarize and/ or use text citations to that highlight the different elements from PERSIA.  Write it on the group’s graphic organizer.

Day Three
Do a short presentation to the entire class, using a secretary to write their information from a smaller PERSIA Graphic Organizer to a larger poster.

	Analyze with group or whole class which PERSIA issues are best seen through the opium war.   
	Discuss which Essential Questions above are best answered through the individual documents and from the synthesis of all documents.  
	Write down responses in notebook for future reference.


Day Four
Assessment Activity

Students choose one role and use the appropriate format to show how he/she best understands the topic, using the documents and lecture as a guide.
RAFT
Role
Audience
Format
Topic
Chinese Diplomat
British Diplomats
Letter 
Demand to halt the illegal opium trade
Chinese Peasants
Each Other
Dialogue
Opinion of the Chinese Emperor, taxes, work life, etc.
British Journalist
British Citizens
Newspaper Article
Treaty of Nanjing
Queen Victoria
Lin Zixu
Letter
Response/Reply to Lin Zixu’s letter


Extension Questions:  
	Why does Modern Chinese History begin with the Opium Wars?  
	Has Britain made amends for past actions?  
	Did the Chinese government and citizens forgive or forget?


