Lesson # 1 Chinese Schools of Thought Television show
Content Standard: COMPETENCY GOAL 2: Emerging Civilizations – The learner will analyze the development of early civilizations in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas, 
c. 8000 BCE to 600 CE. 2.09 Compare the major belief systems prior to 600 CE including, but not limited to, Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Daoism, Hinduism, Judaism, and polytheism.

Essential Question:  Analyze the components of the different schools of thought that have helped shaped Chinese culture and evaluate the effectiveness in accomplishing their goals by applying the different philosophies politically, socially and economically. 

Specific Lesson Objective: Students will work in groups to study and apply qualities of each philosophy that helped shape China.  Understanding the framework of Chinese thought and culture will prepare students to study the preceding changes and contributions made my China.  
Anticipatory set:
Focus:  What qualities must a society have in order to flourish? (Discuss)

Objective:  We will discuss the different schools of thought that helped shape Chinese culture as we know it today. 

Purpose:  Understanding the ancient schools of thought will allow you to have a better understanding of social, political and economic evolution in China. 
Transfer:  Based on previous reading on Confucianism, Daoism, Legalism and Mohism we compare and contrast their qualities and apply these qualities in a discussion on their effectiveness in terms of society, politics and economics. 

Instruction:
Provide Information:  Teacher reviews readings previously assigned for homework on Confucianism, Daoism, Mohism and Legalism and checks for understanding.  (Discussion and Q & A session)

Model:  Using a comparison chart teacher will compare the 4 philosophies on the board to prepare students to do their own comparison.  Qualities are compared first.  
Check for Understanding:  Teachers continues comparison by comparing possible reactions of each philosophy to questions such as “Are people fundamentally good?”.  (Discussion)
Guided Practice:  

Teacher distributes butcher paper and markers to create charts.  Students are put into groups of 4 to 5 and are given additional questions.  Students will create comparative charts to document the reactions from each philosophy for each additional question. 

Closure:
Final assessment:  Teacher discuses logical reactions to questions for each of the philosophies.  (Discussion)

Students perform behavior on their own:  Students make adjustments, add or remove responses to charts bases on discussion. 

Independent Practice:

Mass practice:  Students are expected to prepare a presentation in the form of a television show. They are expected to personify each of the philosophies and are also expected to create 3 critical thinking questions that will be addressed in their presentation along with the questions they worked on in class. A rubric is provided to guide their presentations.  Students will have time to discuss and prepare for presentation at this point. 

Distributed Practice:  This comparison activity will be followed up with students presentations in two days. The skills and understanding students gained from these activities will continually be reviewed as we explore the rest of China’s history. 
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