
Men of Iron (The Chinese on the C.P.R.R.)

From the CD California Story, performed by Black Irish Band 

They took them ridin’ on an east bound train 

Toward the valley to the Utah plain.

Some came from riches, others came as slaves.

Too many of them were worked into the grave.

Toward the mountain they blasted every mile.

They set the charges, never resting all the while.

All came from China to escape the strife and war,

Into America they found they were ignored.

Chorus:

They took their place in the page of history,

The men of iron and of steel.

No fame or glory was found across that sea,

And they never gave up on a dream:

They were men who just wanted to be free.

It was the railroad that boasted grace and style.

Not to the Chinese that had died for every mile.

They worked them harder as the gold lay in sight;

To beat the union, they pushed them day and night.

The rail united, celebrations gave.

Not to the Chinese for the tracks that they laid.

No grand illusions to the future that they carved;

To the greed of others that made them work so hard.

chorus 2x 

