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Learning About Confucius
Objective:
Students will complete a multi-paragraph essay discussing the life and philosophy of the famous Chinese philosopher, Confucius. The essay will include an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.  The introduction of the essay will discuss the life of Confucius: birth and death, where he lived, and how he lived.  The body of the essay will discuss the teachings of Confucius: what was his goal for society, what are the five basic relationships and how should people act in their respective roles?  Finally, the essay will conclude with how the teachings and philosophy of Confucius influenced the Chinese government and culture past and present.
Standards:
History/Social-Science Content Standards- Grade Six:
6.6 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of China. 
3. Know about the life of Confucius and the fundamental teachings of Confucianism and Taoism.
English Language Arts- Grade Six :
1.0 Writing Strategies 
4. Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing exhibits students’ awareness of the audience and purpose. Essays contain formal introductions, supporting evidence, and conclusions. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.
Materials

& Resources:
History Alive! The Ancient World Textbook (Chapter 21), Recommended websites: Confucius Biography - Facts, Birthday, Life Story - Biography.com, Confucius - Chinese Philosopher - Biography, Confucius Biography - Confucius Life, Childhood & Timeline.
Anticipatory Set:
Teachers will discuss well-known leaders such as President Barack Obama, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., President Abraham Lincoln, Ghandi and others.  Teachers might want to use pictures and words by showing a clip of President Obama or Dr. King speaking and/or a quote from Abraham Lincoln or Ghandi to emphasize the influence and power these well known leaders had over a nation and the world.


Guiding Questions:

1. When did this person live?

2. What was happening in society at the time of this person’s life?

3. What would social conditions existed that might prompt this person to accept the role of becoming a leader?
4. What is this most known for?
5. How has our society changed as a result of this person’s leadership?

Directed Lesson:
Teacher will discuss the life of Confucius based on the readings in the History Alive! textbook as well as information pulled from the recommended websites.  Teacher will explain to students the impact Confucius had on the Chinese people, government, and society similar to impact discussed with well-known leaders during the anticipatory set.
Guided Lesson:
Teacher will walk through the structure of the essay with the students based upon the outline provided: what information is included in the introduction, what information is included in the body of the essay, and what information is included in the conclusion of the essay?  Teacher will write the outline of the essay along with its components on the board so that the students will be able to refer to the model as they work through the independent portion of the lesson.
Independent Lesson:  Students will complete the outline (this is the brainstorm phase of the writing 

process) for their essay using information from the History Alive! textbook and recommended websites.  If students are able to locate additional websites that help them generate information for their essay, then they will be able to use these websites as well.  Once the outline is completed, students will use the outline to compose a draft for the essay based upon the information they have extracted from the resources.
Assessment:
Teacher will review the outline and the draft with each student during writing conference time.  During the conference, teacher will look for key content components stipulated in the outline and structural proficiency for the essay such as indentation, punctuation, and grammar.
Extension:
Students will take suggestions for improvement from the teacher and proceed through the stages of the writing process: revising, editing, and publishing to produce a final copy of the essay for their writing portfolio.

Outline

I. Introduction:

a. When was Confucius born?

___________________________________________________________

b. When did Confucius die?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
c. Where did Confucius live?
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
d. What was life like for Confucius?
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
II. Body
a. What was Confucius’s goal for society?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

b. According to Confucius, what are the five basic relationships?

i. ______________________________________________________

ii. ______________________________________________________

iii. ______________________________________________________

iv. ______________________________________________________

v. ______________________________________________________
c. How should people act in their respective roles in these relationships?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

III. Conclusion
a. How did the teachings and philosophy of Confucius influence the Chinese government and culture?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

