Day 1

Historical Background Assignment: Part 1
Assignment’s Purpose:  This activity is designed to provide geographical information about China that will help them as they read The Joy Luck Club. It is the first step in a unit which, if completed, will provide valuable understanding about China’s diverse terrain and the different locations mentioned in the novel.

Directions: In groups find a map of China on the Internet and draw it freehand (each group will need one copy, other copies can be made once the map is turned in to be graded). Locate the cities, towns, provinces, lakes, ect, from the list below. FYI: Locating some of these sites will be challenging because the list force you and your group to identify places that may no longer be spelled the way it appears on the list. Many of the spellings are different because some aspects of the book are taking place during the 1940’s and earlier; later spellings of the names are similar to the original, but “p’s” and “b’s” are sometimes reversed as are the “k’s” and “g’s” and the “ch’s”, “sh’s” and “zh’s” ext. On the following list of places to locate the first two towns newer names are in parentheses.

1. Kweilin (Guilin)



16. Shantung
2. Chungking (Chongking)



17. Changsha
3. Shanghai




18. Toishan
4. Canton





19. Tsinan
5. Burma (Neighboring Country)


20. Shantung
6. Nanking




21. Haiphong
7. Hangzhou




22. Kwangsi Province
8. Ningbo





23. Wuchang
9. The Fen River




24. Tai Lake
10. Wushi





25. Kunming

11. Shansi Province

12. Peking (Beijing)

13. Hong Kong

14. Tientsin

15. Fukien

Websites: Use the following websites to help you create your map:

1. http://www.lib .utexas.edu/Libs/PCL/Map_collection/china.html#country.html

2. http://www.reliefweb.int/maps/asi_chn/cnt/china_mg.html
Assessment and Evaluation: Groups will be graded on for creativity, appearance, effort and accuracy. Also please study your map extensively as there will be test on Friday. ALSO, keep your map so that you can refer to it as we read the novel!!!
Day 1: Homework
For what reasons do people migrate to new places? 

For what reasons did your parents come to live in America/California/Rialto? Discuss these questions with your parent and/or guardian and take detail notes for tomorrow’s discussion.
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Day 2: Homework

California History Standard 10.10-4: Analyze the Chinese Civil War, the rise of Mao Tse-tung, and the subsequent political and economic upheavals in China (e.g., the Great Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolution, and the Tiananmen Square uprising). 

Part II: This activity is designed to provide cultural information on China. It will provide valuable understanding about China and its diverse background, some of its influences on the world, and its challenges.

You will learn more about China’s culture as you use search engines to explore the internet and find the answers to the following questions. Please complete your questions in Cornell notes and be ready to discuss your findings in tomorrow’s class discussion.

1. On which continent is China located?

2. List the eleven countries which border China.

3. What do the Chinese call their country (a word which means “middle country”)?

4. What is the capital of China?

5. How many squares miles does China cover?

6. List the four largest cities in China?

7. How many people (approximately) live in China today?

8. On what is China’s economy primarily based?

9. Though religion is discouraged by the government, it has played an important part in traditional Chinese life. List three major religions of the Chinese?

10. The most respected and influential philosopher in Chinese history stressed the need to develop moral character. Who was he?

11. Name one “medical” procedure, which originated in China but is being practiced in American today?

12. List 2-3 extremely popular and traditional exports from China?

13. Describe the Cultural Revolution in China. How might it have influenced the name change of China’s cities and towns, ect?

Use the following web sites to help you answer the above questions:

1. http:ww.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/5view/5view3.htm

2. http:ctap295.ctaponline.org/~bbrennei/www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/locke/locke.htm

3. http://www.locketown.com/
4. http://www.fatsrestaurants.com/calfats/index.html
Day 3: Mini Research Project: Japan’s invasion of China

Directions: Each group will be given a research question. Each group must work together to collect detailed information/facts pertaining to your question. Place your question at the top of your poster and list the detail information thereafter.  Your poster should contain three relevant pictures and each group member should participate. Presentation should not exceed 5-8 minutes. Presentations are due tomorrow!
1. Who is at war and for what reason?

2. What is Japan’s motivation for invading China?

3. How does the invasion affect Chinese society (What occurred during? Look at the Rape of Nanking to get an idea and what was the aftermath?)

4. What is happening in China prior to the Japanese invasion?

5. How was China finally liberated?

6. Has Japan and China had any conflicts in the past? Explain your answer with specific examples.
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Day 4: Homework
Directions: As you read the first chapter of The Joy Luck Club (pages 5-32) please annotate the chapter using the questions provided below to guide your reading. Prepare yourself for the class discussion and quiz tomorrow.
1. On page 5 of the first chapter we see some of the mindsets and superstitions of the Chinese people. What passages am I referring to?
2. What do you think the Refugee Welcome society motives were?

3. After reading pages 10-12, why is the Joy Luck Club so significant?

4. What is happening in Kweilin?

5. What emotions came over you when you read what Suyuan Woo was forced to do to her twin girls?

6. Why do people migrate, according to the novel thus far?

7. What type of person does Jing-mei fatherz seem to have been?

8. Infer: Why does it means so much to immigrant parents for their children to be a success in America.

9. What was Jing-mei reaction to knowing she must go to China and tell her sister about her mother’s life?

10. What are some differences (that you can tell so far) between the Chinese born mothers and their American born daughters?
Day 5: Assessment (This quiz will be given orally)

Historical Background Questions:

1. List three major religions of China?

2. Describe the Chinese Revolution in China.

3. The most respected and influential philosopher in Chinese history stressed the need to develop moral character. Who was he?

4. Look at the map, on the ELMO projected, name the city that is identified by the star.

5. What is this lake called?

The Joy Luck Club Chapter Questions

1. Who were the original members of the Joy Luck Club?
2. Why was the Joy Luck Club begun originally?

3. What do the mothers give Jing-mei at the end of the meeting

4. Why doesn’t Jing-mei know her Chinese sisters?

5. Why must there always be four members of the Joy Luck Club

6. According to Jing-mei, what defined her mother’s relationship with the other members of the Joy Luck Club?

7. Why did Jing-mei think that her mother’s Kweilin story was a fairy tale?

8. What difference can we see between Jing-mei and her mother already in the novel?

9. Consider Tan’s use of diction, how does she create difference between the mother and the daughter?

10. What things can we already see the mother values based on her experiences that Jing-mei may not embraced due to her experiences in America? 
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