Unit Title: The Joy Luck Club: Reinforcing Literature through History
Grade Level: Grade 11

Duration:  (5 lessons, 50 minutes each).

Unit Rationale:


Let’s start by clarifying the purpose of American Literature. The purpose of American Literature is to expose students to literary works produced in the area of the United States. American Literature then is a journey that involves the development of traditions, culture and history. American Literature gives us insight into the struggle many Americans faced in forming a truly “American” identity in the face of the fact that our nation is predominately a nation of immigrants. With that, students have read several short pieces that reflect the development of a growing and diverse America. Students have sampled pieces from an array of literary periods and have observed writers explore topics of racism, prejudice, and discrimination. Hence, this is a perfect unit in the sense that The Joy Luck Club is considered Modern American Literature and can easily be taught fourth quarter.
Insomuch, the purpose of this unit is to analyze the ways in which history shapes literature. With this, students will be exposed to China and its history through the lenses of a Chinese American writer who deals with four American born women who struggle to navigate relationships with their mothers who were born in a very different place, time and culture. This controversy is one that many of my students know very well, because many were born in the U.S. but have parents from different parts of Mexico and the world. For that reason, this unit is meant to encourage students to continue to consider how important events in our personal lives and in our family’s history shape the lenses in which we view the world. 

At the end of this introductory unit, students will have a deeper understanding and appreciation for Chinese culture and heritage by continuing to work on enhancing students college-level reading and writing through the process of annotation. As well as a deeper sense of tolerance for, not only people in the world, but for people in their own families.
Prescribed Learning Outcomes:

This unit covers a significant number of Prescribed Learning Outcomes, The outcomes are as follows:

Comprehend and Respond (Comprehension)

· Students will synthesize and report on information from more than one source that they have read, heard, or viewed to address a variety of topics and issues.

Comprehend and Respond (Engagement and Personal Response)

· Students will demonstrate the understanding of the main ideas, events, or themes of the novel.

Comprehend and Respond (Critical Analysis)

· Students will demonstrate an appreciation for their experiences 

Communicate Ideas and Information (knowledge of Language)

· Students will use a variety of computer functions and software to create and edit their presentations.

Communicate Ideas and Information (Composing and Creating)

· Students will locate access and select appropriate information from a variety of resources.

· Students will apply various strategies to generate and shape their ideas.

Self and Society (Working Together)

· Students will use language to interact and collaborate with others to explore ideas and to accomplish goals

Self and Society (Building Community)

· Students will interact purposefully, confidentially, and ethically in a variety of situations

· Students will value and respect the diversity of language and culture in Chinese society.

Unit Overview

	Day One
	Into Activity
· Hand out the K-W-L chart. Ask students/write it on the board. What do you know about China, the Chinese people or China’s Culture?

· Start Historical Background Assignment Part I in groups of five (Take students to the Computer Lab)

Homework:
· For what reasons do people migrate to new places? For what reason did your parents come to live in America/ California/Rialto? Discuss these questions with your parents and/or guardians and take detail notes for tomorrow’s discussion.



	Day Two
	· Finishing working on Historical Background Assignment

· Revisit and add to the K-W-L chart

· Class discussion: For what reason do people migrate.

Homework: 
· Finish Historical Background Part II and add to the K-W-L chart.



	Day Three
	Mini Research Project: Japan’s invasion of China.

· Each group will be given a question and must research their questions. Each group must prepare a poster of facts/details. The audience will take notes while other groups present.

1. Who is at war and for what reason?

2. What is Japan’s motivation for invading China?

3. How does the invasion affect Chinese society (What occurs during? Look at the Rape of Nanking to get an idea and what is the aftermath of events like this?)

4. What is happening is China prior to Japan invasion?
5. How was China finally liberated?

6. Has Japan and China had any conflicts in the past? Explain with specific examples and details.



	Day Four
	· Present Mini Group Research Projects to the class.
Homework: Annotate the first chapter of the Joy Luck Club (page 5-32) using the chapter questions and the Historical/Background questions as a guide to enhance your annotation. Be ready to discuss the assigned chapter in tomorrow’s class.

	Day Five
	· Class discussion of Chapter 1: The Joy Luck Club
· Historical/Background/Chapter 1 Quiz (Assessment)

· Watch a clip from The Joy Luck Club, which corresponds with the chapter from the book.


