Erica Goebel
LAUSD English teacher #780342
				      Downtown Magnets High School

USCI/NCTA Spring 2012 Seminar – UTLA
CURRICULUM PROJECT	
JAPANESE ARTISTS and ONE WRITER

The following five lessons for 12th grade Modern Literature students describe how students will learn about the role of artists and writers as commentators of their society. Also, students will learn about the Edo period woodblock prints and contemporary Japanese art and photography. Ultimately, as they read, analyze, and write about the theme of the short story by the Japanese author, Haruki Murakami, students will reflect on the images of the artists they studied.  

	Lessons Goals
	Students will:
· Identify roles for artists in society through the creation of “manifestos”
· Interpret artists’ intentions, imagery
· Recognize ukiyo-e, Japanese woodblocks, of the Edo period 
· Practice personal and “electronic” collaborative communication, through face-to-face group work and Google docs
· Research Google images and internet sites 3 contemporary Japanese artists’ and their work
· Evaluate themes, intentions, and connections between different Japanese artists of Edo and modern eras.
· Follow MLA citation format for images quoting authors.
· Use technology – Powerpoint presentations -- to teach to their peers
· Produce high level analysis of a short story’s theme
· Reference ukiyo-e and modern themes of Japanese artists


	CA English Language Standards
	12 grade- 
· Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing, expository writing assignments. 
· Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. 
· Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader themes that illustrate the  writer’s important beliefs or generalizations about life. 
· Deliver multimedia presentations: Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and monitoring for quality.
· Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to  the text or to other works. 
· Demonstrate an awareness of the author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation  of the effects created. 


	End of Unit,
Individual Student Product 
	An analytical essay based on student-created thesis for Japanese author, Haruki Murakami’s short story, "The Kidney-Shaped Stone That Moves Every Day"



	Group Products
	· Powerpoint presentation on an assigned contemporary Japanese artist
· Artist “manifesto”


	Duration
	5  + periods


	Materials
	Teacher needs:
· LCD projector, connected to laptop 
· Youtube clip: Traditional Japan - Kabuki (authentic Japanese theater) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=488LqaxJLnQ
· Powerpoint on Edo, ukiyo-e and contemporary artists (attached)
· Video on Katsushika Hokusai by Norton Simon Museum
http://www.nortonsimon.org/hiroshige-visions-of-japan-3/Small

Students need:
· Discussion questions from Powerpoint 
· Presentation Requirements from Powerpoint
· Lap top computer with Internet access to contemporary Japanese artists
· Printer connected to laptops
· Murakami’s short story,  "The Kidney-Shaped Stone That Moves Every Day":  http://www.bookofjoe.com/2005/09/the_kidneyshape_1.html
· 
Students need to supply:
· Images of contemporary life from magazine, Internet, newspaper
· Google email address for access to googledocs account.




FIRST CLASS PERIOD
	Instruction (into)

	
Teacher: 
1.  Introduce the topic of professional roles people perform in society.  Ask students a) what careers they hope to pursue, b) what purpose will their career have to them personally, and c) what purpose will it have for society.  Encourage the students to also discuss volunteer roles too.  Students can discuss their answers with their “shoulder partners”.  After 5 minutes, share out results.  Focus on the contributions certain careers can make.  

2.  Hopefully, someone has thought of a career in the arts, if not, introduce the topic, and start to direct the class discussion to the role of the artist in society.  Discuss the reasons people become artists, their goals, purposes, contributions.

3.  Show Youtube clip about Kabuki.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=488LqaxJLnQ
The clip is a VERY brief introduction in English to a few elements of this type of theater.  Ask students to think while watching:  What is the purpose of Kabuki Theater?  How does it contribute to society. Discuss ideas.
   
4.  Also discuss, we have just read the play _____ (in our case it was “Raisin in the Sun”).  What was the purpose / goal / objective of Lorraine Hansberry, playwright?  (Students may discuss the writer’s theme and message to audience.  In this case, playwright’s intent was to present the African American’s point of view, relatable family, pre-Civil Rights message about the dignity and needs of all people.)



	Instruction (though)


Guided Practice (through)





Practice (through)

	1.  Just like we analyze drama and stories to understand the deeper meanings, make connections, become inspired, and learn how to become better observers and writers, the visual arts can also give us a lens.

2. The purpose of this next step is to give students a brief understanding of Edo period in Japan and the art of ukiyo-e. Give students  work sheet that accompanies powerpoint. Present powerpoint about Edo period and ukiyo-e, Japanese woodblocks.  Give students time to collaborate with shoulder partners on answering questions about powerpoint presentation. Discuss answers with whole class.

3. The purpose of this next step is to model analyzing and noticing the details of woodblocks, and asking what do the images tell us about the society.  Ultimately, helping us understand the artist’s purpose and contributions. Present video on Katsushika Hokusai. Discuss what else the video tells about life during Edo period.  What is the artist conveying to the audience?



	Beyond

 
	Students:  Based on your notes and discussion, and the images you saw, describe what life must have been like during Edo period. Write1 strong paragraph.


	Homework
	Bring in 1 -3 images– photo or drawing --  of people living today in the US or Los Angeles from a magazine, newspaper, or the Internet.  Think of images that you like that represent  -- more or less – contemporary life.



SECOND CLASS PERIOD 
	Instruction (into)

	
Students:
1.  Post images students bring in re contemporary life.  
Students should walk around and take notes.  Quick Write:  based on the images, what would a person say 100 years from now about our society?
Discuss answers. 

Also ask:  Do the images tell the complete story?  What is left out?  What is the purpose of these photographers’ images?  

How do the students’ contemporary images compare to the Japanese woodblock images?  Were the Edo artists telling the whole story?

Define:  Manifesto:  a written statement declaring publicly the intentions, motives, or views of its issuer.  



	Instruction (though)


Guided Practice (through)






Practice (through)

	1  In groups of 3 – 4 students with laptops :  examine 2 manifesto links of artist groups, to understand what an artist’s manifesto is like.
           An Eco-Art Manifesto
           http://www.landviews.org/articles/micro-lw.html

     OK ART Manifesto
                http://amsterdam.nettime.org/Lists-Archives/nettime-l-0105/msg00023.html
           
2. Students may want to re-examine the images of ukiyo-e artists from the  Powerpoint.  

3. Based on what you see and know about Edo ukiyo-e artists, create a manifesto for them.  What is the purpose of their art?  What kind of society are they trying to illustrate?    

4.  Also select one of the ukiyo-e works and describe in paragraph form how it meets the criteria of your manifesto or does not.


	Beyond

 
	Students print out their group manifestos and paragraphs, and present them to the class.  While they present, teacher can project artists’ woodblocks.

EVALUATE WHAT WE OBSERVE:
Teacher and students sum up images, color, style of the ukiyo-e.  Are these works a complete representation of life during Edo period?  Support your answers.  




	Homework
	MODERN ARTIST’s INTENT:
If you were in an artist group – theater, music, painting, street art, dance  -- what is your group’s name?  What would be your purpose? What would be your group’s message – manifesto to the world through your art?  Write 1 page. 




THIRD CLASS PERIOD 
	Instruction (into)

	
Students:
Quick Write:  how does your modern US artist’s manifesto compare to the one your group produced for the ukiyo-e artist?  Share with class.

Contrast the different messages of the artists’ works -- contemporary life and Edo era.  Does one speak about human needs, desires, conflicts, problems?


	Instruction (though)


Guided Practice (through)








Practice (through)

	1  Put students in groups of 3 – 4 with laptops:  Assign groups to examine one of the modern Japanese artists:  Daido Moriyame , Japanese photographer; Masami Teraoki ,  Japanese artist;  Japanese-American Gajin Fujia, artist.  Introduce them to their artists with the images in the Powerpoint.

3.  Each group creates 1 powerpoint in Google docs. on their assigned artist.  Google docs is a collaborative program that allows students to simultaneously view their fellow students’ input, corrections.  Students need to come to class with a gmail email account that they set up at home, beyond the LAUSD firewall.  

Googledocs:  
https://accounts.google.com/ServiceLogin?service=writely&passive=1209600&continue=http://docs.google.com/%23&followup=http://docs.google.com/&ltmpl=homepage

3. Required powerpoint slides:
 a) title slide: of the artist’s name, place of birth AND group members names.  
 b) picture of artist and biographical details, date and place of birth, college, influences, current place of residence
 c)  4 examples of artist’s work 
 d) commentary on artist’s themes and images that relate/contrast to Edo /  ukiyo-e works. 
 e) commentary on what emotions, images, details relate to contemporary life
 f)  what might be the purpose / intent / message of this artist about Japan and/or the West and Japan.
g)  Works Cited page.  Follow MLA –approved citation of artwork.  See:
http://rdc.libguides.com/content.php?pid=51106&sid=375229



RUBRIC
Powerpoint will be graded on:
· Complete grammatical, properly-spelled sentences and captions – 10 pts.
· Content – 40 pts.
· Clear, well-proportioned images and text  - 10 pts.
.

	Beyond

 
	Students present power points to class. 

DISCUSSION:
What words come to mind from these artists’ works?  (alienation, violence, Westernization, commercialization, stress, energy, clutter, urbanization, pollution, tradition . . .??)


	Weekend Homework
	Read: the short story of modern Japanese author, Haruki Murakami:
"The Kidney-Shaped Stone That Moves Every Day" published in the highly acclaimed short story collection, Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman, published in 2006.
Story is on-line at:
http://www.bookofjoe.com/2005/09/the_kidneyshape_1.html



FOURTH CLASS PERIOD 
	Instruction (into)

	Having read the story once for the “gist”:
Quick Write:
Write in 2 sentences the Main Idea of Haruki Murakami's short story:

"The Kidney-Shaped Stone That Moves Every Day"

(Example of Main Idea)
(who) A 30-year old short story writer (does what) who holds himself back from really living, loving, and feeling emotions, is almost paralyzed by advice his father gave him when he was 16.  (what happens) But, as a result of meeting a mysterious woman and writing a surreal story, the man resolves to change.


	Instruction (though)


Guided Practice (through)



Practice (through)

	In a Socratic seminar, students collectively discuss all of the following topics.  Then, they meet in small groups and write 4 high level questions and answers to 1 of these assigned topics:  

1. The father’s advice ( 4 questions:  for example, why did he give this advice?  How does it compare to the advice father’s generally give their 16 year old sons?  What does it mean?  How did the advice affect the son?  How would the son’s life have been different without this advice?)
2. The story is a fairy tale
3. The moving kidney stones 
4. The high wire walker/window cleaner 
5. The writer, protagonist
6. The story’s ending
7. Conflict and transformation
8. The themes of “observe”  and “balance”
9. Surprises and usual happenings in Murakami’s story -- surrealism
10.  Is it a universal or Japanese story

Share Q’s and A’s with whole class.  Discuss story’s theme.


	
Beyond

 
	
CONNECT TO JAPANESE ARTISTS
Groups decide which scenes in the story could be illustrated best by an ukiyo-e artist and which should be illustrated by one of the modern Japanese artists we studied.  Explain why.
 

	Weekend Homework
	Teacher makes a list of the high level questions that the students turned in.
Inspired by the questions, students select one to write an essay on.  For homework, they write a draft of their essay’s thesis and pull 3 significant quotes to support your thesis.




FIFTH CLASS PERIOD - 
	Instruction (into)

	Show selected images of previously studied ukiyo-e artists and ask students to again explain which of the short story’s scenes connect to this type of artistry. (When the woman doctor walks by a stream and finds the stone.  Also the tone of the writer’s life is very calm, observed, quiet.)  

Show selected images of previously studied modern Japanese artists and ask students to again explain which of the short story’s scenes connect to their artistry.  (The party scene at the bar, the taxi ride, the stone moving, the window-washer, high wire walker?)


	Practice and 


Summative Assessment
	Students share their draft thesis and  evidence with teacher, for approval.
Then, they write draft essay in class.  

Students write in class their draft essay about Haruki Murakami's short story:
"The Kidney-Shaped Stone That Moves Every Day", basing their thesis on one of the questions the class developed.  Introduction, 3 body paragraphs, and conclusion.  Students must also reference ukiyo-e art and contemporary Japanese artist in a simile, direct comment or stylist analysis.

In subsequent classes, they peer edit each other’s drafts.  Then, as final homework, students type essay’s final version, following MLA format.



	Summative Assessment
Reflection
	On the day students turn in their essays, they also write about the overall lesson.  What they found interesting, what did we talk about that connected to other classes they have taken and past English lessons, and what they think they will take forward with them from this lesson into the future.

Also, students will address what they improved on in this essay and what they still are finding difficult about the overall process.








Reflection on Seminar
[bookmark: _GoBack]The demographics of my high school urge me to bring a greater Asian perspective in literature to my classroom. Where I teach – two blocks from Los Angeles’ Chinatown -- 19% of the 1051 students are designated in our “school profile” as Asian and 64% are Latino.   But, until I took the USCI/NCTA Spring 2012 Seminar, I didn’t have a context to help all my students see how the Asian philosophies have such a dramatic impact worldwide.  Although part of my school’s mission statement is to create “responsible and globally aware leaders,” I’ve been teaching “multi-cultural” literature not “international”.  The seminar gave me a new understanding that the multi-cultural texts we teach are not truly offering a global perspective.  All of the excepts and short stories are about cultures in the United States, that are adapting, assimilating or resisting and reflecting.  But, instead of just reading about the immigrant’s journey, my students should also be reading translated text of Chinese, Korean, and Japanese authors.  
The daily newspaper reminds us that China’s growth impacts U.S jobs and the economy.  While China is eager for Western expertise and collaboration, their government carefully regulates the involvement of capitalistic companies in their country. China crimps companies’ expansion into their valuable markets.  For example, “China orders firms to localize:  the Big Four must appoint Chinese citizens to head their mainland operations.” reports the Los Angeles Times.  Some high school students could be the future employees of Big Four consulting/accounting firms, and some one may be assigned to a foreign office in Beijing, China or Seoul, Korea.  If in high school, my student discusses a short story about post-modern angst of young people in Korea --  “Whatever Happened to the Guy Stuck in the Elevator?” by Kim Young-Ha – who knows?  --- s/he could start having a consciousness about Asia.  
The USCI/NCTA Spring 2012 Seminar has opened my eyes to resources in the community and on the Internet that I can use to bring Asian into the classroom.  For example, at the nctasia.org site I see a summer institute listing of literature by Asian authors that I can explore . And, the research for my curriculum project sent me to local Los Angeles museums where Asia’s artists are discussed and exhibited.  Also, it is not really necessary to carry on independently because the USC US China Institute webpage has so many offerings in lesson plans and commentary.  Little by little, we are sharing and becoming informed members of the world community.
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