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Pasadena Fall 2012

Lesson Plan Day 1
Subject: English Language Arts
Grade: First

Overview: The class will read Walt Disney’s Cinderella as well as Yeh- Shen: A Cinderella Story from China. After listening to both stories, students will assist in creating a classroom Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Thinking Map. They will note the differences and similarities between the two stories on their own sheet. After creating the Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map, students will write a paragraph explaining the similarities and/or differences between the stories. 

Materials: 
· Book- Walt Disney’s Cinderella
· Book- Yeh- Shen: A Cinderella Story from China 

· Paper 

· Pencils

· Chart paper

· Document Camera or overhead projector to display modeled Venn diagram

· Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map worksheets

Outcomes/ Objectives: Students will learn that folk tales can cross many cultures. They will also learn about various cultural differences between the two Cinderellas.  Students will be able to use a Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map properly and know the appropriate situations to use this tool. Students will develop the skills on how to take their Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map and transfer the information into a paragraph format. 

Instructional Setting: Direct instruction whole class during the reading and Venn Diagram/ Double Bubble Map portion. Students will work independently when writing their paragraph. 

Standards:  California English Language Arts Content Standards
· Reading Comprehension 2.2- Respond to who, what, when, where, and how questions.
· Literary Response and Analysis 3.3- Recollect, talk, and write about books read during the school year.
· Writing Applications 2.2- Write brief expository descriptions of a real object, person, place, or event, using sensory details.
Procedure: 
1. Inform the students that folk tale can come from many different countries and that there are stories that can often be very similar. Tell the students that they will be reading two versions of Cinderella and that they will be writing about the similarities and differences between the stories. 
2. Read Walt Disney’s Cinderella first to the students at the rug. Have students make connections to the story as needed. 
3. Using the chart paper (whole class activity), have students share out the key details of the story (plot, characters, setting, etc.).
4. Read Yeh- Shen: A Cinderella Story from China. Have students make connections to the story as needed.
5. Using the chart paper (whole class activity), have students share out the key details of the story (plot, characters, setting, etc.).
6. At their desks, have students review the chart paper of the two stories and assist the teacher in creating a classroom Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Thinking Map. Have the students copy the Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map on their own student sheet.
7. Students will write a paragraph explaining the similarities and/or differences between the stories based off the Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map created. 
Lesson Plan Day 2

Subject: Social Studies and Visual Arts
Grade: First

Overview: In recognition of the Lunar New Year, the class will read Why Rat Comes First: A Story of the Chinese Zodiac, Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan's Chinese New Year, and Celebrating Chinese New Year. After reading these stories, the class will make Gyoza and will also construct paper lanterns. 
Materials: 
· Book- Why Rat Comes First: A Story of the Chinese Zodiac
· Book- Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan's Chinese New Year
· Book- Celebrating Chinese New Year
· Red Construction Paper
· Glue 
· Yarn 

· Hole puncher 

· Scissors for the students

· Crayons

· Stapler

· Ruler

· Gyoza wrappers

· ½ lbs. Ground chicken (rather than pork for dietary/religious reasons)
· ¾ cup Napa Cabbage (all ingredient amounts are for 10 people)
· 1 egg

· 1 Green onion

· 1 Tablespoon Soy sauce

· Plastic knives and spoons, and forks
· Plates 

· Mixing bowl

· Bowl for water

· Measuring spoons

· Vegetable oil

· Electric skillet 

· Red Envelopes with chocolate gold coins

Outcomes/ Objectives: Students will learn about the Chinese zodiac and its importance to the Lunar New Year from the book Why Rat Comes First: A Story of the Chinese Zodiac. They will also discover the traditions and customs of the Chinese New Year from the books Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan's Chinese New Year and Celebrating Chinese New Year. Students will be immersed in the experience through red envelopes, dumpling making, and lantern making. 
Instructional Setting: Whole class direct instruction. 

Standards:  California History Social Science Content Standards
1.5 Students describe the human characteristics of familiar places and the varied backgrounds of American citizens and residents in those places.

· Recognize the ways in which they are all part of the same community, sharing principles, goals, and traditions despite their varied ancestry; the forms of diversity in their school and community; and the benefits and challenges of a diverse population. 

· Compare the beliefs, customs, ceremonies, traditions, and social practices of the varied cultures, drawing from folklore. 

California Visual Arts Content Standards
2.1 Use texture in two-dimensional and three-dimensional works of art.
2.4 Plan and use variations in line, shape/form, color, and texture to communicate ideas or feelings in works of art.
Procedure: 
1. The day or week before, prepare 8x12 construction paper for the lanterns. Have the paper folded in half length wise. Draw a one inch line across the side that open. Draw perpendicular lines from this initial line to the side that is closed. These lines should be two inches apart. Make one for each student.

2. The day of the lesson, inform students that it is the Lunar New Year and that many people from Asian countries celebrate the Lunar New Year. Let the students know that people from around the world celebrate various holidays that may differ from those in the United States. 

3. Read Why Rat Comes First: A Story of the Chinese Zodiac, Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan's Chinese New Year, and Celebrating Chinese New Year on the rug to the students. Have students make connections to the stories as needed. 
4. Inform the students that they will be making Gyoza, also know as potstickers. Tell the students that the Gyoza has a symbolic meaning due to its name/phrase. (/jaoww-tseye jnn-baoww/):  mean bringing in wealth and treasure — felicitous wish of making money; amass fortunes.
5. Have students wash their hand and return to their desks. Give each students a small piece of green onion, ginger, and Napa cabbage to dice with their plastic knife. Keep in mind that the recipe materials above are to serve 10 people. 
6. In a mixing bowl, have a student crack an egg and add the ground chicken. Mix in the diced cabbage, minced ginger, and green onion. Add 1 tablespoon of soy sauce and mix ingredients. 

7. Give each student 2 Gyoza wrappers and have each student scoop a tiny ball of mixture onto their wrapper. Have the students wet their finger with water to dampen the edges of the wrapper so that it will seal when pinched. 

8. Heat skillet to high heat and add 1 tablespoon of oil. Cook Gyoza for until golden brown on the bottom (roughly 2 minutes). Add ½ cup of water to the skillet and cover the skillet for 5-7 minutes until the water has disappeared. 

9. Serve the Gyoza to the students and enjoy. 

10. Have the students make Chinese Lanterns while waiting for the Gyzoa to cook. Each student will get their red construction paper and open it up. They may decorate they paper as they wish with crayons.

11. When the students have finished their drawings, they may fold the paper back in half and cut on the lines that are 2 inches apart. Then they will link the two ends and staple them together. 

12. Hole punch the top of the lantern and have students cut out a piece of yarn. Tie the yarn to the punched holes to create the handle. Students may glue on additional strips of yarn to their lantern for decoration. 
13.  When this is complete, teach the students the phrase “Gong Xi Fa Cai” which means wishing you to be prosperous in the coming year. Inform them that young children typically receive red envelopes from married individuals. 

14.  Hand out red envelopes to students filled with a chocolate gold coin. 
Lesson Plan Day 3

Subject: Social Studies and Visual Arts
Grade: First

Overview: The class will read Long Is a Dragon: Chinese Writing for Children. This book contains 75 characters for students to copy. It also includes information the evolution from the pictograph meaning to the characters. From there, students will be show the website http://goodcharacters.com/newsletters/gong-xi-fa-cai.html which demonstrates step by step instructions on how to write “wishing you to be prosperous in the coming year”. There is also a link near the bottom of the page that shows how to write the “happy new year” in Chinese. 
Materials: 
· Book- Long Is a Dragon: Chinese Writing for Children
· Website-  http://www.artisticchinesecreations.com/chinese-calligraphy-ink-stones.html 

· Website- http://www.artisticchinesecreations.com/brush.html 

· Website- http://goodcharacters.com/newsletters/gong-xi-fa-cai.html
· Paint brushes

· Water colors

· Water cups

· Cardstock paper

· LCD projector or Smartboard

· Student Performance-The Tale of the Chinese Zodiac (found at http://www.badwolfpress.com/plays/?by=curriculum&curriculum=language-arts&id=chinese-zodiac )

· Costumes and set designs as needed

· CD player
Instructional Setting: Whole class direct instruction. 

Standards:  California English Language Arts Content Standards
1.10 Generate the sounds from all the letters and letter patterns, including consonant blends and long- and short-vowel patterns (i.e., phonograms), and blend those sounds into recognizable words. 
1.11 Read common, irregular sight words (e.g., the, have, said, come, give, of).
1.16 Read aloud with fluency in a manner that sounds like natural speech.

California History Social Science Content Standards
1.5 Students describe the human characteristics of familiar places and the varied backgrounds of American citizens and residents in those places.

· Recognize the ways in which they are all part of the same community, sharing principles, goals, and traditions despite their varied ancestry; the forms of diversity in their school and community; and the benefits and challenges of a diverse population. 

· Compare the beliefs, customs, ceremonies, traditions, and social practices of the varied cultures, drawing from folklore. 

California Performing Arts Content Standards
2.2 Dramatize or improvise familiar simple stories from classroom literature or life experiences, incorporating plot (beginning, middle, and end) and using a tableau or a pantomime. 
3.2 Identify theatrical conventions, such as props, costumes, masks, and sets.

3.3 Describe the roles and responsibilities of audience and actor. 
Procedure: 
1. Read the various pages on the book Long Is a Dragon: Chinese Writing for Children so that the students have a basic understanding that Chinese is written in a different format than most Western/European languages. 
2. Have student go back to their desks and using the LCD or smartboard, show them the website http://www.artisticchinesecreations.com/chinese-calligraphy-ink-stones.html
3.  Inform the students about the inkstone and how the ink came in a solid form to make it easier to transport. Then show the website http://www.artisticchinesecreations.com/brush.html 
4. Show pictures of the various brushes and inform them that the pressure they place on the brush will lead to thicker or thinner lines. 
i. Next, show the website http://goodcharacters.com/newsletters/gong-xi-fa-cai.html and show them the brush strokes to write “Gong Xi Fa Cai”
5. Hand out paint brushes, water color, and water cups. Remind students that they can only use the black water color. 
6. Have the students copy the brush strokes as modeled on the website. This will end this portion of the activity.
7. The next step is an optional extension to the Lunar New Year lesson. The teacher can obtain the resource from the website http://www.badwolfpress.com/plays/?by=curriculum&curriculum=language-arts&id=chinese-zodiac and order the student performance entitled The Tale of the Chinese Zodiac. From there, the teacher can assign characters, haves students create costumes and sets, and memorize the songs and lines from the play for parents and others at the school to enjoy. 
