Huntington Japanese and Chinese Garden and Poetry Lesson

By Katherine Perry

Objective: The children will be exposed to Japanese and Chinese cultures by visiting the Japanese and Chinese gardens at Huntington Library. Each child will be given a journal in which they can record the many variations of plants, architecture, stonework, lakes, and ponds. The students will then reflect upon the experience by writing a Renku poem, which is a writing project where the students link their short poems together to create a collaborative class poem.

Anticipatory Set: We will take a field trip to the Japanese and Chinese Gardens at the Huntington Library. We will focus on the bonsai tree section of the gardens and the Zen garden.

Materials: Different images of Japanese Gardens, individual journals, pencils, colored pencils, markers, paper, chart paper, and water colors. 

Input/Teaching: 
1. Get ready for the field trip by showing images of different Japanese and Chinese Gardens. Discuss Zen Gardens and the traditions of bonsai trees.

2. Compare and Contrast American parks and gardens with Japanese and Chinese gardens.

3. I will model how to record the different images from the gardens into the journals. 

4. Teach the children how to write a Renku poem. Each poem will be about three sentences. The students should use their recordings from their journal to help inspire their poems. 

5. I will teach the students how to put the Renku poem together. We will end up with a collaborative poem about our Japanese and Chinese cultural experience.

Independent Practice/ Closure:  Each of the collaborative groups will decorate the margins of their poetry. They can use colored pencils, markers, or watercolors. The groups will then present their poem and artwork. Finally, the students will write a sequential narrative paragraph about their visit to the Huntington Japanese and Chinese gardens.

