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6th Grade:  Ancient Civilizations

Unit Title:  Ancient China

Lesson Plan:  Three Chinese Philosophies

Length of Time:  Lesson Divided into 6 or 7 classes

Objectives:  

Students will be able to identify Daoism, Confucianism, and Legalism with its correct description.

Students will work in mixed ability groups with the goal of teaching their assigned Philosophy to the class.

Groups teach their lesson in the style that supports their philosophy.
Students explore and discover Internet sites speaking to their particular assigned Chinese Philosophy (Daoism, Confucianism, or Legalism).
Students pass the Final Test on Chinese Philosophies with a score of 70% or higher.

Materials/Resources Needed:
Colored pencils & markers put in 10 pencil boxes

20 rulers

Computer Lab access

History Alive! The Ancient World Textbooks (TCI publishers) (See Chapt. 21)

McGraw Hill’s ANCIENT WORLD textbooks.

10 sheets of large poster paper

Handouts:  

Group Subject and Jobs Form

Rubric & Checklists for Group Presentation

Group Lesson Template

Anticipatory Set (List specific statements or activities you will use to focus students on the lesson for the day)
You will be working in groups that will be teaching the rest of the class a Chinese Philosophy.

What is the “Mandate of Heaven”?

Discuss what the Chinese referred to as the “Hundred Schools of Thought” during the Zhou Dynasty.

Who was “Kongfuzi”?
Input  (What information is essential for the student to know before beginning and how will this skill be communicated to students?)  Knowledge of Ancient China’s Zhou Dynasty and a brief overview of Confucianism, Taoism, and Legalism.  The first lesson will provide this overview.

Model  (If you will be demonstrating the skill or competence, how will this be done?)

Teacher walks around classroom and coaches each group as they work on preparing their lessons.   Gives ideas as to how to present material in a fun and memorable manner.

Check for Understanding (Identify strategies to be used to determine if students have learned the objectives)
Class Q&A at end of each group’s  lesson presentation, completed homework, and completion of  Final Test on Chinese Philosophies.
Special Needs:  ELLs and RSP will have peer coaching and support in their mixed-ability groups.  Gifted Students complete an extended report on area of interest in the Zhou Dynasty.

Lesson Guide:

Lesson One:  Overview

Class reviews and students write vocabulary words from Chapter 21 in History Alive! text.  Class popcorn reads Chapter 21 aloud.  (“Popcorn read” means that, once a student reads a paragraph, they then choose the next student who will read the next paragraph, and so on.) 

Partners create China map.  (Partners assigned to complete copy of map on p.207 .  Map shows Zhou empire about 800 B.C.E and Present-day China areas by color.)

Homework:  Read the chart, “Analects of Confucius,” on p.449 in Ancient World (McGraw Hill), copy one of the analects from the chart, and write about what you think it means, and if you think it is true.

Lesson Two:

Display chart of Mixed Ability Groups on overhead projector.
Explain to the class that they will be visiting the Computer Lab today.
Describe the task that each group will complete: Research and then teach about the philosophy assigned to your group.  Group must teach in the style that goes with that particular philosophy.  For example:

Confucianism: LEAD BY EXAMPLE

Daoism (Taoism): IF YOU MUST RULE, RULE AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE

Legalism:  SET CLEAR RULES, AND HARSHLY PUNISH THOSE THAT BREAK THOSE RULES

Explain the roles that each group member must play. 

Have class move into designated tables with their groups.

Handout of Group Form: Students decide who will do each job in their group.  Students fill out the form for the teacher which tells which philosophy they will be teaching to the class, and which student is doing each role of recorder, poster makers, presenters, head researcher, and coach.

Homework:  History Alive! Workbook Preview 21 and Reading Notes 21.2; The Zhou Dynasty and 21.3; Confucianism
Lesson Three:  Students meet at Computer Lab, work with groups completing research on their particular Chinese philosophy.  Print visuals that go with philosophy and charts.

Homework:  History Alive! Workbook Reading Notes 21. 4 ; Daoism

Lesson Four:  Rubric and Checklist for Group Presentations reviewed.
Handout of Rubric given to groups.
Lesson Template given to groups.
Groups rehearse their lessons.
Teacher moves from group to group coaching and assisting.
Homework:  History Alive! Workbook Reading Notes 21.5; Legalism

Lessons Five and Six:

Groups present their lessons to the class.
Q&A by classmates to the group.
Homework:  Test tomorrow!  Study notes and re-read chapter 21 in History Alive! textbook

Lesson 7:  Final test (multiple choice and essay on the “Three Chinese Philosophies”).
Rubric forms filled out by teacher and returned to groups.

