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Introduction 
 
Following China’s defeat by the British in the Opium War of 1839-1842, the following conditions were imposed on 
the Chinese government by the British in a treaty signed in the city of Nanjing (Nanking). 
 
 
Document Excerpts  with Questions  
From Changing China: Readings in the History of China from the Opium War to the Present, by J. Mason Gentzler (New York: Praeger 
Publishers, 1977). © 1977 Praeger Publishers. Reproduced with the permission of the publisher. All rights reserved.  
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Questions:   
 

1. How would the conditions laid forth in this treaty affect the fiscal health of 
the Qing empire? 

2. In China, (and in many Western texts), the Treaty of Nanjing is called the first 
of the “unequal treaties.” Is the term “unequal treaty” justified by the 
content and wording of the treaty? Please explain. 

3. On the British side, whose interests are best served by this treaty? In other 
words, who or what kind of people stand to gain? 

4. Are there Chinese who might gain something from some of the terms of this 
treaty? Explain. 
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