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Asia Week IV

             Dennis Colato - Summer Seminar: USCI Residential, 2015

Lesson 4
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China's Atlantis

S Why did China submerge the
city? What do they now call this
“lake"? What is the name of the
mountains around it?

30 Cool Facts about China

Write 5 facts you
about China

Caterpillars from China's
Rain Forest

Draw and caption one of the
caterpillars from the article.
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Grade: 4
 

BACKGROUND

Students will have the opportunity to learn about current event topics in Asia.  Rather than everyone getting a packet of handouts and answering questions, students will each become experts and students will go to all the stations to get information and answer questions about the stories.  The need for mobile devices, or desktops with Internet access is important but not necessary, it can be done “old school” with printouts for the groups, and paper and pencil to answer.  It can be done whole group with the teacher presenting the videos and images onto the screen.
OVERVIEW
During the Unit 5 Habitat section of Treasures, students will have the opportunity to work collaboratively and learn from each other as “experts.” Students will gather the information form their peers and answer specific prompts from students and the teacher.
CONTENT STANDARDS

Life Science
4-LS1  From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes

4-LS1-1.
Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that function to support survival, growth, and behavior.

4-LS1-2.
Use a model to describe that animals receive different types of information through their senses, process the information in their brain, and respond to the information in different ways.  
Earth Science
4-ESS2     Earth’s Systems

4-ESS2-2.
Analyze and interpret data from maps to describe patterns of Earth’s features.  
4-ESS3  Earth and Human Activity
4-ESS3-1.
Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are derived from natural resources and their uses affect the environment.  
Writing

Text Types and Purposes

W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

            W.4.1.b: Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.

W.4.2.d: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Production and Distribution of Writing

W.4.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.4.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

W.4.8: Recall relevant information from experiences. Take notes and categorize information.

Range of Writing

W.4.10: Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

Comprehension and Collaboration

SL.4.1.b: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL.4.1.c: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL.4.3: Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.4.4: Recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5: Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations.

SL.4.6: Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English and situations where informal discourse is appropriate, use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

ELA-Literacy

Foundational Skills

Fluency

RF.4.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a: Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says.

RI.4.3: Explain procedures, ideas, or concepts in a scientific, or technical text, based on specific information in the text.

Craft and Structure

RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to grade 4.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.4.7: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.
Art

From: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/vagrade4.asp
2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION

Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts 

Students apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art. 
4.0 AESTHETIC VALUING

Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts 

Students analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. 
MATERIALS 

•
http://www.wired.com/2015/01/caterpillars-chinas-rain-forest/#slide-id-1707623
•
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
•
http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/30-cool-facts-about-china
•
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2561147/Chinas-Atlantis-How-Lion-City-purposely-flooded-make-way-power-station-remains-completely-intact-130ft-underwater-50-years.html
•
(Netflix Streaming) Wildest Indochina – Season 1 Episode 2: Thailand, the Wild Heart (Nature’s Survivors)

•
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/chinese-horoscopes/
•
Google Earth

•
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/china-guide/
•
http://www.getty.edu/research/exhibitions_events/exhibitions/cave_temples_dunhuang/index.html
•
http://en.dha.ac.cn/
•
http://www.getty.edu/conservation/our_projects/field_projects/mogao/related_mats.html
•
http://en.dha.ac.cn/list.aspx?id=144086405076
•
Asia Week Interactive Journal

• School supplies

•
“Passport to Asia” (sample provided below)
OPENING

Teacher will use Brainpop to show the quick video and quiz on “Silk Road.”
DIRECT INSTRUCTION

Teacher will give each student a premade “passport” with stamps to be gathered.  Students will be put into pods, called stations, or regions.  Each of these groups will have an ipad or other mobile device with a pre determined website.  They will have time to read and research the topic in order to be an expert.  Once the allotted time is up, students will go to other stations (someone needs to remain behind by the way to monitor that station) and learn from the experts.  The “visiting” students will then answer the prompt from the passport and receive their stamp cancellation (sticker) so they can move to another station.  The teacher can determine the rubric for a grade, points, or fun. 
A sample passport packet with questions is attached below.
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Students need to decide what part of the website they will become experts in, notes they need to jot down, and what to call their station.  Students will be familiar with troubleshooting any tech issues, and they have to figure out a rotation system so that they can leave their area and visit other locations.
EXTENSION

(Netflix Streaming) Wildest Indochina – Season 1 other episodes for home or class use: Malaysia, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Southwest China.

Students may use iMovie, Keynote, or Power Point, students can create a digital description of their work for presentations and upload the work to our class website, Edmodo, or Class Dojo.
How many stations, countries, or even continents used for this activity is up to the time constraints and technology available.  
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Mogao Cave 249

Which two Chinese
hological creat thed
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Terra-Cotta Warriors in Color

What colors are on the arm?
The head? What color were the cords
on the arm?

Chinese Horoscopes

What is the Chinese character
for Sheep? 2016 will be the Year of

the /
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