	Region (
	Song China
	Ancient Egypt
	Arabia

(Middle East) 
	Americas

(Olmec/Chavin)
	Roman Empire

	 Role in Society


	
	
	
	
	

	Treatment of Women


	
	
	
	
	

	Role in Politics


	
	
	
	
	

	Divorce
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage Rights:


	
	
	
	
	

	Other:


	
	
	
	
	


Comparative Chart:
Treatment of Women Worldwide: 3000bce to 400ce

	Region (
	Song China
	Ancient Egypt
	Arabia

(Middle East) 
	Americas

(Olmec/Chavin)
	Roman Empire
 (To Byzantium)

	 Role in Society


	Confined to the home
	Place for women was in the home
	Seclusion of women

Women should be confined to the home
	Little known about the social structure of the early Americas
	General freedom of women in public

	Treatment of Women


	Practice of Footbinding
	Generally women were treated with respect
	Practice of veiling for women outside of the home
	Treatment may have varied depending on social class of the elite vs working class women
	 Practice of veiling

Women were conservative socializing with family only

	Role in Politics


	NONE
	Significant role in politics 
Elite women could be Queen
	NO political rights
Testimony in court is equal to ½ of a mans testimony
	No evidence of women as rulers
	1028-1056 women ruled along with husbands
Seclusion was a result of Muslim rule

	Divorce
	No rights to divorce


	Right to Divorce
	Divorce with Cause
	-
	-

	Marriage Rights:


	Women do not have the right to remarry


	Right to choose husband
	Arranged marriage
	-
	-

	Inheritance:

Other:


	Cannot inherit property

Women belong to the husband

Women were generally illiterate
	Could inherit property from their fathers
Women were literate
	½ the inheritance of a son
	-
	-


