* Note: This lesson should ideally be presented after students have analyzed the beginnings of the Cold War abroad and at home for Americans.
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Lesson Plan Draft

Grade: 11th U.S. History

Topic: Cold War and effects of the Cold War in the U.S. 

History-Social Science Standards: 

11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.


11.9.3 Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War and containment policy, including the following:

• The era of McCarthyism, instances of domestic Communism (e.g., Alger Hiss) and blacklisting
Overview: 

The three day lesson on Communist China will be a key component in my Cold War unit where students grapple with the essential question of, What are we willing to sacrifice to feel safe?, and in this instance we will apply this essential question to what Chinese people were choosing as they transitioned to a Communist society.  
Objective: 

Students will be exposed to pre-Revolution, Revolution, and post-Revolution Chinese history using UCI readings/handouts on the Chinese Revolution. Students will analyze photos, primary documents, and eventually juxtapose American and Chinese censorship during the 1950s.  
Day 1: Gallery Walk 

Images will be posted around the room on rural Chinese society prior to the Revolution, of Mao and the Chinese Communist Party, and Chinese Communist Party relations between men and women. This activity is meant to illicit any prior knowledge students may have on the Chinese Revolution that they learned in their 10th grade World History course. Students will then answer, as they observe the images, the following questions: What is your impression of the image? How does the photo make you feel? , and, what is the role of the government or what should the government be doing?  

 What will follow is a Pair/Share in groups of three or four.  There will be small and whole class discussion on what students shared with one another.

Lastly, using pgs.  12-13 from UCI’s Communist China students will analyze Chinese society prior to the Chinese Communist Revolution.  

Day 2: 

As a class we will discuss the WORD WALL for the next three days. The words will be bourgeois, commune, Cultural Revolution, feudalism, Great Leap Forward, Landlord, Proletariat, and Propaganda.  

As an opening activity, students will answer this warm up question, what were the conditions found in China prior to Mao coming to power? This is for students to begin understanding why Mao would appeal to the masses 

After a brief discussion we will transition into a few activities that focus on the rise of Mao and the Communist Party, Communist Party and peasants, and the role of men and women, and the Great Leap Forward. These activities come from the UCI Social Science Project.

The following activities were created to have students see themselves in the position as common Chinese peasants or Chinese citizens at the beginning of the Chinese Communist rule. Student will be expected to Think/Write/Pair/Share their responses to the activities titled Mao Zedong and the Communist Party on pg. 19-21, The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and Chinese Peasants on pg. 23, The Chinese Communist Party and Relations between Men and Women 28-30, and the Great Leap Forward 35-36. 

I’ve selected each one of these lessons based on the timeline and information received during the December 12, 2011 lecture in class. I felt this would also present me with the opportunity to provide supplemental information taken from the class lecture.   
The activities will be followed with youtube clips on Mao and the Communist Revolution 

Mao and the Revolution: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJMS0tcMq_c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=fCPGlm2M9b4&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEQwwZfmpmo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_8Seto05T4
Questions to answer for film analysis: 

What images stood out for you?, what colors or symbols are seen throughout most of the clips? Does this look like a society where you would like to live in, Why or Why not?, Do you think people felt safe and protected living in China at this time?

Day 3

Warm-up question: What did you find interesting from yesterday’s lessons? What surprised you?, what questions do you have on any of the material discussed yesterday?

Overview

· Day 3 is to compare the actions of the Chinese government during the Cultural Revolution to the actions of the U.S. during the height of the Communist scare in the 1950s. 

 Similar to Day 2, students will focus their attention to a series of lessons on the Cultural Revolution from the UCI project found on pgs Pg. 40-41, 44-47.

Afterwards, students will transition back into considering what the response of the U.S. government was to this “spread” of Communism within our own borders. Using UCI project, students will look specifically at two lessons Freedom of Speech pg. 37-38, and House Un-American Testimony pgs. 41-43. This will be followed with a whole-class discussion. 

After the activities youtube clips will be shown on the Cultural Revolution and the U.S. circa 1950s.

Cultural Revolution: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOpkf5Wqts8&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0atCbotGmKk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM3CiH1FE9E
Questions to answer for film analysis: 

What images stood out for you?, what colors or symbols are seen throughout most of the clips? Does this look like a society where you would like to live in, Why or Why not?, Do you think people felt safe and protected living in China at this time?

Homework Assignment: 

What were some similarities and differences you saw between China and the U.S. during the height of the Cold War? 

Answering our essential question, what did you see that people were willing to sacrifice to feel safe in both countries? Why do you think people made these choices? Would you have done the same? 

Assessment:

Students will be graded on participation in the all-class discussions, completed assignments, and an emphasis on the homework assigned on Day 3

