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Social Studies Lesson:   LIFE AND TIME OF CONFUCIUS 
	While learning about this intriguing ancient philosopher, students will move about the classroom at the beginning of each lesson to match proverbs and to find the missing part of their Confucian sayings.  After these simple warm-ups, they will do partner work, exploring key-concepts using passages from the Social Studies textbook.  Furthermore, students will answer questions about online short video clips concerning the life and time of Confucius.  To display their understanding, they will synthesize what they know into a poster project and an essay.
Grade: 6th
Time Frame: 5 days (50 minute periods)
Objectives: 
Students will explore the philosophy of Confucius and his recorded thoughts about humanity, government, and virtues.
Students will identify biographical information about Confucius.
Students will understand how Confucius tried to persuade rulers of the Chinese warring feudal states,  to lead in an ethical manner.
Standards Addressed: (California Social Studies Standards)
6.6.3 Know about the life of Confucius and the fundamental teachings of Confucianism. 
6.6.4 Identify the political and cultural problems prevalent in the time of Confucius and how he sought to solve them.

Materials:
8 proverbs “translated” (included below)
8 teacher made proverb signs (use plain paper /marker)
Confucian sayings (included below)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Internet access: www.afe.easia.columbia.edu & online dictionary
Questions for 15 video clips online (included as an attachment)
Materials to make Confucius poster (e.g. posterboard, markers or paint, printed images, etc.)
Lined paper/pencils for essays
Fill-in-the-blank passages: one per student (included as an attachment) 
Optional: Harcourt Brace Social Studies textbook- Ancient Civilizations, 2002 (pp 247-248)

Assessments:
Poster displaying topic the student explored online & essay about the life and time of Confucius
Day 1
Part 1: Warm-up activity- “Four Corners” 
Preparation: 1. Cut out several copies of the “translated” proverbs below. Each student will need only one phrase, so one copy is sufficient for four students. 2. Write down the actual proverbs listed below, each on a separate piece of paper in large enough print to be seen across the classroom.  3. Hang one sign in each of the four corners of the room.
Activity: 1. Pass out one “translation” to each student in the classroom and have them read it to themselves quietly. 2. Teacher reads the four proverbs hung in each corner of the room and the students are to be thinking about which one matches their “translation”.  3. When the teacher says “Go…” the students walk to the correct corner and collaborate with the other students to see if everyone agrees they are where they are supposed to be. 4. Have volunteers read their translations out loud to share with the rest of the class.
	Those who get things done reap rewards sooner.
	In order to succeed, you must take a chance

	A real friend can be counted on in difficult times.
	The strength of many can overcome the limitations of one.


Actual proverbs:
-The early bird gets the worm (Those who get things done reap rewards sooner)
-You can’t catch a cub without going into the tiger’s den (In order to succeed, you must take a chance)
-A friend in need is a friend indeed (A real friend can be counted on in difficult times)
-A single bamboo pole does not make a raft (The strength of many can overcome the limitations of one)

Explain that these proverbs have been around for a long time and that these types of sayings occur in all cultures.  Tell them they are really special because they are considered ancient wisdom and we learn from our ancestors without having to travel in time! Inform them they will be exploring the life and time of the ancient Chinese Philosopher Confucius over the next few days and that his sayings or proverbs have had an influence on people worldwide, for over 2,500 years.



Part 2: Fill-in-the-blank passage (included as an attachment w/answer key. Labeled “Day 1”)
Students work in pairs to complete two paragraphs about Confucius.  For the first paragraph, student 1 reads and student 2 chooses the correct answer. Upon agreement about the answer, they both write it down on their own paper.  For the second paragraph the students rotate.

Part 3: Watch short video clip individually or in pairs
Assign students, 1-2 students per computer, to watch the short video clips on the following topics (www.afe.easia.columbia.edu  under “Video Lectures”).  Do not have two groups cover the same topic. 
Explain to students that the next class period, they will be expected to answer questions about their video clip and that they will eventually present a poster displaying what they have learned about their topic.


                  Video Clips:  THE CONFUCIAN TRADITION
Confucius and the “Confucian Tradition” (57 sec video clip)
China at the Time of Confucius (43 sec video clip)
Who Was Confucius? (34 sec video clip)
What Did Confucius Do? (22 sec video clip)
What Did Confucius Teach? (2 min, 33 sec video clip)
                  Video Clips: CONFUCIAN TEACHING
Three Confucian Values (Xiao, Ren, & Li) (34 sec video clip)
Filial Piety: Xiao (2 min, 14 sec video clip)
Ancestor Worship (2 min, 6 sec video clip)
Humaneness: Ren (1 min, 12 sec video clip)
Ritual: Li  (2 min, 37 sec video clip)
Ritual in Everyday Life and Imperial Palace (1 min, 47 sec video clip)
Reciprocity and the Five Human Relationships (1 min, 26 sec video clip)
Man is a Social Being (3 min, 4 sec video clip)
On Government (1 min, 41 sec video clip)
On Education (49 sec video clip)

*Note: There are 15 listed here w/questions I developed as attachments.  There are an additional 4 segments on the webpage, (The Gentleman, The Classics, Is Confucian Thought Religious?, and The Emperor and the Mandate of Heaven) for a total of 19.







Day 1 “fill-in-the-blank”activity textbook source: Harcourt Brace Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations
Day 2
Part 1: Warm-up activity- “Four Corners” (continued)
Preparation: 1. Cut out several copies of the “translated” proverbs below. Each student will need only one phrase, so one copy is sufficient for four students. 2. Write down the actual proverbs listed below, each on a separate piece of paper in large enough print to be seen across the classroom.  3. Hang one sign in each of the four corners of the room.
Activity: 1. Pass out one “translation” to each student in the classroom and have them read it to themselves quietly. 2. Teacher reads the four proverbs hung in each corner of the room and the students are to be thinking about which one matches their “translation”.  3. When the teacher says “Go…” the students walk to the correct corner and collaborate with the other students to see if everyone agrees they are where they are supposed to be. 4. Have volunteers read their translations out loud to share with the rest of the class.
	Rushing through something is a way to make mistakes.
	If you study hard, good things come to you.

	People should not criticize others for faults they have themselves.
	Don’t worry about something that has already happened and that you can’t change.


Actual proverbs:
-Haste makes waste (Rushing through something is a way to make mistakes)
-A book holds a house of gold (If you study hard, good things come to you)
-Those who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones (People should not criticize others for faults they have themselves)
-Mustn’t cry over spilled milk (Don’t worry about something that has already happened and that you can’t change)

Part 2: Fill-in-the-blank passage  (included as an attachment w/answer key. Labeled “Day 2”)
Students work in pairs to complete two paragraphs about Confucius.  For the first paragraph, student 1 reads and student 2 chooses the correct answer. Upon agreement about the answer, they both write it down on their own paper.  For the second paragraph the students rotate.


Part 3: Watch short video clip individually or in pairs (Topic questions in attachment)
Students review their video clip from the day before (www.afe.easia.columbia.edu  under “Video Lectures”).  Pass out correlating hand-out so that students can answer the questions, by referencing the transcript of the video written right underneath the video clip on the webpage.
Remind students that some of the answers may be found in the introduction written above the video clip.  Also remind them that they will present a poster displaying what they have learned about their topic.



Day 2 “fill-in-the-blank” activity textbook source: Harcourt Brace Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations





            
	











Day 3
Part 1: Warm-up activity- Match your Confucian saying
Give half of the students the first part of Confucius’ quotes and the other half of the students the second half of Confucius’ quotes.  Then have students walk around the room, trying to find a person that completes their quote.
	“It does not matter how slowly you go…”
	“…so as long as you do not stop.”

	“Respect yourself…”
	“…and others will respect you.”

	“Our greatest glory is not in never failing…”
	“…but in getting up every time we do.”

	“What you do not want done to yourself…”
	“…do not do to others.”

	“Do not be concerned about others not appreciating you…”
	“…Be concerned about your not appreciating others.”



Sayings by Confucious: (source: www.confucius.org & www.quotationspage.com)

-It does not matter how slowly you go, so as long as you do not stop.
-Respect yourself and others will respect you.
-Our greatest glory is not in never failing, but in getting up every time we do.
-What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.
-Do not be concerned about others not appreciating you. Be concerned about your not     
 appreciating others.

Part 2: Poster Display
Each student works either individually or in pairs, making a poster displaying the topic they explored.  A teacher-made rubric may be helpful, including requirements such as images of Confucius, main points of the topic, attractive title, etc.  Including Chinese characters may be an option as well, to make the poster more appealing.
Day 4 & 5
Students continue working on posters and plan a brief presentation about it.  
Expansion Activity/Assessment: After students present their posters in front of the class, teacher may display them so that students can use them as a reference to write a short essay about the life and times of Confucius.




Sources for lessons: Harcourt Brace Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations, 2002 (pp 247-248).
                                    www.afe.easia.columbia.edu
                                    www.confucius.org
         
                          
