
 
 

 
 

Subject: European Imperialism in China  
Grade level: AP 10th grade class  
Purpose: Analyze documents and write an essay on the effects of European imperialism in China 
 
 
 Monday/Tuesday Wednesday Thursday/Friday 
Objectives 
 

SWBAT  explain the effects of the 
introduction of Opium in China by 
analyze political cartoons and 
pictures  

SWBAT explain European 
Imperialism by analyze documents 
and writing a thesis statement  

SWBAT to continue writing their 
DBQ  

Agenda  1. Picture Analysis (25 min)  
2. Brainstorm (10 min)  
3. reading and questions (20 

min)  

1. Introduce documents (5 min) 
2. Interpret Document based 

question (DBQ) (5 min)  
3. Analyze documents 1-6 (30 

min) 
4. Categorize documents (5 

min)  
5. Thesis  (5min)  

Agenda  
1. Review thesis (10 min)  
2. Answer DBQ in essay format 

(45 min)  

Student Actions 
 

1. Distribute handout: Describe 
what you see, what 
inferences can you make? 
What questions do you have?  

2. Student will walk to each 
station and will analyze the 
photograph. #1st photo: 
Chinese imperialism 2nd 
photo: Chinese smoking 
opium  #3 Political cartoon: 
European forcing opium 
down Chinese throat #4th 
photo: Opium plant  (3 
min/photo)  

1. Distribute questions: Using 
the following documents, 
analyze Chinese imperial 
government responses to 
British trade and the 
long-term effect of British 
trade on Qing Dynasty China 
from 1750-1900 C.E.  

2. Students will break down the 
question and interpret what 
the questions is asking in 
their own words  

3. hand out documents 1-6  

1. Get thesis approved by peer 
(10 min)  

2. Answer DBQ question: Using 
the following documents, 
analyze Chinese imperial 
government responses to 
British trade and the 
long-term effect of British 
trade on Qing Dynasty China 
from 1750-1900 C.E.  



 
 

 
 

3. Brianstorm: Make a list of 
possible consequence of 
using drugs  

4. Reading: Students will read 
about British introducing 
opium into china.  

5. Exit slip:  

4. Students will analyze the 
source and categorize each 
document into 3 groups  

5. Students will write a thesis to 
the questions using the 3 
groups  

Q’s- Check for 
Understanding 
(3.3A, 3.4A) 

Exit slip: How did the introduction 
opium affect China?  

  

Material: Picture analysis handout  
plain paper of brainstorm sheet  
pictures/ political cartoons  
 

Reading material  
plain paper  

Reading material: DBQ  
Plain paper  

    



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Reading: Introducing European imperialism in China  
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/kpct/kp_imperialism.htm  
 
Day 2 Material  
Question: Using the following document, analyze Chinese imperial government responses to British trade and long-term effects of 
British trade on Qing dynasty China from 1750 C.E. to 1900 C.E. Identify an additional type of document and explain how it would 
help your analysis of Chinese government responses to and long-term effects of British trade.  
 
 
Day 3 material:  
document analysis  

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/kpct/kp_imperialism.htm

